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Getting in contact
Minister
Revd Mark Meatcher

minister@ccurc.org.uk

020 8374 0509

Secretary
Rosemary Milns

secretary@ccurc.org.uk

020 8363 6571

Treasurer & Property Committee
David Fisher
treasurer@ccurc.org.uk

020 8482 4610

Bookings Secretary
Pamela Mansley

bookings@ccurc.org.uk

07936 798 722

Newsletter & website
Tom Boorman

newsletter@ccurc.org.uk

07903 605 545

Serving Elders
Pamela Fisher
Rosemary Milns
Philip Taylor
Youth organisations
Boys’ Brigade - Anchors
Sue Bullock

07775 505 999
020 8363 6571
07714 325 902

info@3rdenfieldbb.co.uk

07961 504 123

Boys’ Brigade - Juniors, Company Section & Seniors
Tom Boorman
info@3rdenfieldbb.co.uk 07903 605 545
Girlguiding - Rainbows, Brownies, Guides & Rangers
Vicki Stratton-Stubbs
9thenfield@gmail.com
07968 483 609
Adventurers (Junior Church)
Rosemary Milns

020 8363 6571

Other activities
Friendship Club
Sylvia Coombs

020 8363 3543

Worship Group
Rosemary Milns

020 8363 6571

Website
Email

www.ccurc.org.uk
mail@ccurc.org.uk
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Facebook
Twitter

@ccurcenfield
@ccurc

Pastoral Letter September 2021
Protest!
“In Germany they came
first for the
Communists,
and I didn't speak up
because I wasn't a
Communist.
Then they came for the
Jews,
and I didn't speak up
because I wasn't a Jew.
Then they came for the trade unionists,
and I didn't speak up
because I wasn't a trade unionist.
Then they came for the Catholics,
and I didn't speak up
because I was a Protestant.
Then they came for me,
and by that time no one was left
to speak up for me.”
- Martin Niemöller

Two years ago now, in September 2019, we joined a protest at
the ExCel Centre about the Arms Fair that was being set up in
there. We were part of a network called No Faith in War who
joined together on one particular day to show our displeasure
that the UK was hosting an event where people from all over
the world could come and buy weapons of warfare.
Did our protest achieve anything?
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It disrupted a few people for a few
hours, it resulted in several arrests
(although many of these charges
have now been dropped), but the
Arms Fair will still return to the ExCel
Centre again this month and bombs
and weapons of war are still being
traded.
Did anybody really take any notice of
our protest?
This month we will be participating
together in Enfield’s Big Green
Climate Festival trying to draw
attention to the climate emergency that we find ourselves
facing and where the UK is hosting a major world conference
in Glasgow in November.
How will we try and “speak” to the people of Enfield about all
that is going on in our world, and will they listen? Has anyone
noticed the fires, the heatwaves, the flooding, the earthquakes
that have been occurring of late?
How does this all fit in with our calling to be disciples of Jesus
Christ in the 21st century?
We believe that God has given us a planet and people to look
after, not to exploit and we believe that God calls us to speak
to people to recognise the damage that we are doing to the
planet and to the population… that exploitation is nothing
new, it has been going on for years but might we be living in a
special time, a little like Esther experienced:
“if you keep silence at such a time as this, relief and deliverance
will rise… from another quarter… Perhaps you have come… for
such a time as this.” (Esther 4:14)
4 | Christ Church URC Newsletter

What concerns will you voice to your family, your friends and
your community in the weeks and months ahead? Will you
speak up and speak out for the things that are on your heart…
or will you keep silence? We pray that we will have the courage
of our convictions and share what we believe God wants us to
say.
Mark and Melanie

Moving on
For those of you who were not in church at the end of July to
hear the announcement, Melanie and I have agreed, in
principle, to accept a call to serve through the Council for
World Mission (CWM) as Partners in Mission at the Pacific
Theological College (PTC), based in Fiji. This was not a position
we were looking for or applied for but it is one that has been
offered to us, completely unexpectedly.
Over four years ago, before we had considered a move of
pastorates, we had conversations about the possibility of
serving in India, but that did not work out; our thoughts of
serving overseas were effectively put out of our minds when
we were called to Enfield. However, the outgoing General
Secretary of CWM felt that a post had become available at the
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PTC that would suit us well. We disagreed(!), but felt that an
outright refusal was inappropriate, so we sent our updated
CVs through to the College. At that point, the Principal of the
PTC realised that there were other posts that would be far
more suitable for us and, on speaking with him, we
agreed. Indeed, our sense of calling is very strong.
Although the URC, CWM, and the PTC have all agreed the
move in principle, there is still the issue of visas to be sorted,
as well as some formal paperwork so we are not clear at
present exactly when we will be leaving you. We will keep the
elders fully informed about developments as we continue
through this process.
In case you want to find out a little more about the PTC, their
website is here: https://ptc.ac.fj. Melanie will become the
Director of the Women’s Centre, with a brief of transforming
the Centre into an Institute and Mark will be involved in the
work required for their plan to transform from a training
college to a university. Both posts are for four years.

We appreciate that this news is somewhat out of the blue, it is
for us, too! Please be assured that we had not expected or
planned to leave so quickly. Given that half of our three years
here has been during the global pandemic, it does not feel
long enough. Yet, so often we are challenged by the words of
Jesus who tells us to leave everything, travel lightly, and be
ready to move on. That challenge has called our bluff this
time!
Whether we are here or in Fiji, please be assured of our
continued love and prayers. You have enriched our lives in the
time we have been with you, and we hope that we have played
a small part in enriching yours.
Yours in Christ,
Mark and Melanie
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Church Profile meeting
On Thursday 2nd September at 8:00pm the Elders will be
meeting at Christ Church together to review the Church Profile
which will need doing in order to go through the vacancy
situation with the Moderator when he meets with the Vacancy
Committee for the pastorate.
The elders would like to invite any church member who would
like to be involved in this process to join them at that meeting
as it would be good to take on board views from as many as
possible about the profile and what we would like from a new
minister.

Newsletter contributions
If you enjoy reading this newsletter, we would like to invite
contributions towards the cost of producing it if you feel able.
Contributions can be made in the following ways:
•
In person: Please pick up a donation envelope from the
back of the church and add it to the offertory or pass it to
our Treasurer, David Fisher.
•
By post: Please send to David Fisher, 40B Chase Green
Avenue, Enfield, EN2 8EB.
•
Online: Please contact David Fisher on 020 8482 4610 for
the relevant details. In all cases please mark your
donation as a newsletter contribution.
The suggested contribution is £12, or £15 if you receive the
newsletter by post (to cover the additional cost of envelopes
and stamps). Your contribution can be Gift Aided if you are a
UK tax payer, allowing us to receive an extra 25% of what you
contribute - just include your number from the freewill
offering envelope, or your name and address.
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Bible Study
The current series of Bible Studies for all the churches in our
Local Area Group is continuing and will meet again on
Saturday 18th September at 9:30am on Zoom. The theme
being looked at is exploring God's heart for mental health.
Should you wish to join in the next session please contact
Mark for the Zoom access details.

Friendship Club
We are pleased to say that the Friendship Club is resuming
meetings, with upcoming sessions on Mondays 20th
September, 18th October, 15th November and 20th
December, all at 2:15pm in the hall. For more information
please contact Sylvia Coombs.

Harvest Festival
At our Harvest Festival on Sunday 19th September we are
invited to bring gifts of food as a sign of our thankfulness to
God for the many ways in which he provides us with food.
These gifts will be sent to the North Enfield Foodbank, which
helps to provide emergency food for local people in crisis.
Items gratefully received include non-perishable, non-meat
products, pasta, tins (beans/soup/ vegetables/pulses), rice, tea,
coffee, biscuits with a long shelf life.
The loose offering at the service will be sent to Christian Aid’s
Harvest Appeal. Find out more at
www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/key-appeals/harvest-appeal
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Breakfast Service
On Sunday 8th August our
time of worship was a
Breakfast Service, which was
led by members of The
Worship Group.
The service was on the
theme of “Life among the
believers, eating together”
where we looked at the significance of sharing food together,
as well as why and how we can practice hospitality.
Thank you to everyone who organised the service and the
breakfast, making it an enjoyable time of fellowship for all.

Afternoon Tea
On Saturday 14th August we held an Afternoon Tea in the
garden, where it was great to see so many people at our first
social event since before the start of the pandemic.
A big thank you to all those who worked so hard to organise
the event, as well as to everyone who prayed for good
weather - prayers which were certainly answered!

Weddings at Christ Church
It has been fantastic to hold a series of weddings at Christ
Church in recent weeks. Congratulations along with our very
best wishes and prayers to Derrick and Anne, Corinne and
Jason, and Johnny and Julia!
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Pam of Pam’s Pantry
Pamela Dorothy Carter was born on 13th September 1926 and
died on 11th January 2021.
Pam lived alone since her mother’s death in 1991, living for
the vast majority of her life in the house in Clarence Road
which had been her parents’ and her grandparents’ before
that. But she hadn’t started life in Enfield; she was born in
Devonport, Plymouth and then had a few childhood years in
Hong Kong and Yorkshire where her father was stationed with
the army. Pam was followed by little brother Desmond when
she was 7 - and the age difference was just enough to mean
that the childhood was full of the usual family squabbles.
Enfield, and Clarence Road, was most certainly Pam’s home.
She worked at Ediswan’s factory and then, when that closed,
moved to Ferguson’s TV, in the lighting department, where she
continued until retirement.
Pam had a wonderful memory, recalling every shop along the
High Street when she was a young woman, and local events
that took place years ago. Yet, during her time in Ponders End
she witnessed many changes. Some from the destruction of
the war years, like the Two Brewers Pub at the corner of South
Street where the memorial garden is now. And just round the
corner from her, the Plaza Cinema became a dance hall, then
the Howard Hall and now the Picture Palace restaurant and
pub. Given Pam’s love of dance, cinema and film, one can only
wonder how many times she’d been through those doors
before it closed as a cinema when WW2 broke out.
When Pam became involved with Ponders End URC she
became one of the family. It is fitting that when the church
was opening up a foodbank at the height of the pandemic in
January, bric-a-brac donated by Pam’s brother from her house
has helped raise funds for the project that was subsequently
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named after her; Pam’s Pantry.

If you would like to support Pam’s Pantry financially, donations
can be made online at
www.stewardship.org.uk/pages/PamsPantry
If you can help out on a Tuesday morning, please contact
Chris Hall on chris_rob_hall@btinternet.com

Enfield Churches Debt Centre
The following has been received from Jonathan Harris, Enfield
Churches Debt Centre Leader, with some things to thank God for.
My initial training is complete and I now have a CAP ID badge.
All I need now is clients!
And God has answered that prayer already. I will (God
willing) be seeing my first client on 7th September. All I need
now is a befriender - one who will be there for the client.
And God has already (maybe) answered that prayer too!
Some one in the area has asked to be involved. All I need now
is the time and materials to prepare my befriender for the
task ahead.
And God has answered that prayer too, as this morning I
was able to send out an initial training pack to all those who
have expressed an interest so far.

If I have missed you out this time please forgive me and let me
know where you feel God is prompting to help.
It has been difficult moving forward, not to mention nerve
wracking about what will happen next. But I am reminded of a
song we sung in children's work “when I am afraid I will trust
in You. In God whose name I trust”. Thank you for your
prayers.
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From Zion Chapel to Christ Church
The following is the sixth of a series of articles written by Stephen
Gilburt entitled “From Zion Chapel to Christ Church - A Story of
Congregationalists in Enfield”.
Part 6: Dr John James Ridge and support for healthcare,
temperance and mission
Healthcare
Dr John James Ridge was born at
Gravesend in Kent in 1847 and came to
Enfield in 1872 where he took over the
medical practice at Carlton House in
Baker Street. (His great-grandson Dr
Tim Ridge only retired from the
practice a few years ago.) Dr John
Ridge was a deacon at Christ Church
for 33 years. He was also an active
member of the Liberal Party and
supported the establishment of a
school board for Enfield.
Dr Ridge campaigned to establish a cottage hospital in Enfield
which opened in Chase Side in 1875. It cost £1,632 plus £215
for the furniture. Dr Ridge acted as one of the honorary
medical officers. A new Jubilee ward opened in 1887 with
further bedrooms being
added in 1892 and a
children’s ward in 1906. (It
was later further extended
and became Enfield War
Memorial Hospital before
being demolished in 1986-7
and replaced by private
warden-controlled flats.)
16 | Christ Church URC Newsletter

In 1881 Dr Ridge was appointed Enfield’s first salaried Medical
Officer and held the position until his death in 1908. He was
responsible for many improvements in sanitation and health
and was a scourge of slum landlords. Enfield’s health
problems included frequent epidemics of various infectious
diseases. In 1900 Dr Ridge finally succeeded in establishing a
permanent isolation hospital at what later became South
Lodge Hospital in World’s End Lane.
Mission at Botany Bay and Lancaster Road

Botany Bay Chapel was built by Mr Whaley for religious
instruction and public worship. The services were mainly
conducted by students from Cheshunt College. In 1882 the
trustees of the chapel handed over the control of its affairs to
Christ Church Congregational Church.
Mr J. Neville and Dr Ridge held open air services in New Lane
(which was renamed Lancaster Road in 1887) to meet the
spiritual needs of the growing population in what was then
one of the poorer parts of Enfield. A tree trunk was used as a
pulpit and Dr Ridge played the cornet to accompany the
singing before a corrugated iron church costing £100 was
erected in 1880.
In 1885 a permanent
building for Christ Church
Hall Mission was constructed
at a cost of £998 by Messrs
Tinsons on the corner of
Browning Road and what is
now Lancaster Road. The
iron church was sold and
dismantled and then reerected in Acacia Road to
become St Luke’s Church.
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Mr Neville was Superintendent of the
Mission until 1888 when the work was
continued by Dr Ridge and others in
collaboration with a committee
appointed by Christ Church. Dr Ridge
was also Sunday School Superintendent
and founder and first Captain of the 1st
Enfield Company of The Boys’ Brigade in
1888. He was a strong supporter of the
Band of Hope temperance movement
which advocated total abstinence from
the consumption of alcohol and
published several tracts about the evils
of drink.
Dr Ridge opened the British Workman coffee tavern in Baker
Street and in 1881 opened the Duke of Lancaster coffee
tavern in Silver Street which also offered tea and cocoa and
had a bagatelle room and 12 bedrooms. Dr Ridge also worked
at the Temperance Hospital in London. Attitudes towards the
consumption of alcohol had clearly changed among
Nonconformists since Zion Chapel was founded by a retired
innkeeper 100 years earlier!
The Christ Church Hall Mission was expanded with halls in
Armfield Road built by Allen Fairhead at a cost of £4,300. The
opening and dedication service took place on 25th September
1909. Revd Dr John George James, the minister of Christ
Church, conducted the service and Revd Henry Storer Toms,
the previous minister of Christ Church, gave the address. The
main hall was designed to be
dual purpose with services
held on Sundays and other
church activities during the
week. However the building
in Lancaster Road was
retained and was later
refurbished to continue
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serving as the church, leaving the buildings in Armfield Road
to be used as halls. Groups using the halls included the
Sunday School, Band of Hope, Boys’ Brigade, Guides and
Brownies.
The Mission became independent from Christ Church in 1917
and is now Lancaster Road United Reformed Church. It shares
its minister, Revd Mark Meatcher, with Christ Church and
Bush Hill Park United Reformed Churches in a joint pastorate.
For more information see Lancaster Road United Reformed
Church 1885-2010 by Revd Roy Eames, Jim Holliday and others.
Image 1: Dr John James Ridge 1847-1908
Image 2: Carlton House, Baker Street
Image 3: Iron Church used by Christ Church Hall Mission and later by St Luke’s Church
Image 4: Christ Church Hall Mission 1885
Image 5: Armfield Road Halls 1909
Images reproduced with the permission of Enfield Local Studies & Archive

Macmillan Coffee Morning
A Macmillan Coffee Morning is taking place on Saturday 25th
September from 10:30am at Bush Hill Park URC, in the garden
if weather permits. There will be stalls and refreshments everyone is welcome!

Message of thanks
Thank you to all who have thought of us in their prayers and
given support during Judith’s illness. They have been much
appreciated.
Christine
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Prayer diary September 2021
1st - Give thanks for the beauty of God’s creation.
2nd - Pray for God’s guidance as we begin to think about
future ministry at tonight’s Church Profile meeting.
3rd - Pray for those who are mourning the loss of loved ones.
4th - Pray for your own personal faith.
5th - Pray for this morning’s Holy Communion service.
6th - Pray for Mark and Melanie as they prepare for their
move to Fiji.
7th - Pray for children and young people as they return for a
new school year around this time.
8th - Pray for the work of Enfield Council.
9th - Pray for our planet and that we may better take care of
it.
10th - Pray for the Rainbows and Brownies as they meet this
evening.
11th - Pray for friends and family.
12th - Pray for the members of The Worship Group as they
lead our time of worship this morning.
13th - Pray for the Anchors and Juniors as they meet this
evening.
14th - Pray for our elders.
15th - Pray for peace in areas of the world where there is
conflict.
16th - Pray for our friends from the other URCs in our Local
Area Group.
17th - Pray for the Guides and Rangers as they meet this
evening.
18th - Pray for this morning’s Zoom Bible Study Group
meeting.
19th - Pray for this morning’s Harvest Festival Family Parade
Service and this afternoon’s Forest Church event.
20th - Pray for the Friendship Club as they meet today for the
first time in 18 months.
21st - Pray for all those who rely on a good harvest.
22nd - Pray for those who are new to the Christian faith.
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23rd - Pray for the Property Committee and the work they do
in maintaining our church buildings.
24th - Pray for today’s Fairtrade Wine & Chocolate Evening at
Bush Hill Park URC.
25th - Pray for today’s Big Green Fair, taking place at Christ
Church as part of Enfield’s Big Green Climate Festival.
26th - Pray for our friend Martin Wells as he leads our service
this morning.
27th - Pray for the Company Section and Seniors as they meet
this evening.
28th - Pray for the local community around Christ Church.
29th - Pray for God’s guidance in your own life.
30th - Pray for the work of Christian charities around the
world.
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Church diary September 2021
Thursday 2nd September
Church Profile meeting (see page 7)

8:00pm

Sunday 5th September
11:15am
Revd Mark Meatcher
Holy Communion (offering for the Communion Fund)
Duty Elder - Philip Taylor

Sunday 12th September
The Worship Group
Duty Elder - Rosemary Milns

11:15am

Saturday 18th September
9:30am to 10:30am
Zoom Bible Study Group
Please contact Mark for joining instructions
Sunday 19th September
11:15am
Revd Mark Meatcher
Family Parade Service (Harvest Festival)
Duty Elder - Philip Taylor
Sunday 19th September
3:00pm
Forest Church (at the Scout Field, Ford’s Grove, Winchmore
Hill, part of Enfield’s Big Green Climate Festival - see page 9)
Monday 20th September
Friendship Club

2:15pm

Friday 24th September
8:00pm
Fairtrade Wine & Chocolate Evening (at Bush Hill Park URC,
part of Enfield’s Big Green Climate Festival - see page 10)
Saturday 25th September
10:00am to 4:00pm
Big Green Fair (at Christ Church URC, part of Enfield’s Big
Green Climate Festival - see page 11)
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Sunday 26th September
Martin Wells
Duty Elder - Pamela Fisher

11:15am

Church diary October 2021
Sunday 3rd October
11:15am
Revd Mark Meatcher
Holy Communion (offering for Goldie College)
Duty Elder - Philip Taylor

Offering
From 22nd August 2021 we have begun to take up an offering
on Sunday mornings again.

If you haven’t thought about it yet, you may find it easier to
give whatever it is you would like to give to help the work of
the church by bank transfer rather than by putting something
in the offering each week. If you are interested in doing this
then please speak to David Fisher (Treasurer), who will be able
to give you all the relevant details.

October 2021 newsletter
The October 2021 edition of the newsletter will be published
on Sunday 26th September. Items intended for inclusion in
this issue should be with the editor by Sunday 19th
September. Any late submissions may be held over to the
following issue.
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Regular activities at Christ Church
SUNDAY
11:15am

Morning worship
(Holy Communion - first Sunday)
(Family Parade Service - third Sunday)
(regular service - other Sundays)
Adventurers (children aged 3 upwards)

11:15am

MONDAY

2:15pm
6:00pm to 7:30pm
6:00pm to 7:30pm
7:30pm to 9:15pm
7:30pm to 9:15pm

FRIDAY

5:00pm to 6:15pm
6:00pm to 7:30pm
7:30pm to 9:00pm
7:30pm to 9:00pm

SATURDAY

Friendship Club (once monthly - see diary)
Boys’ Brigade Anchors (boys aged 5 to 8)
Boys’ Brigade Juniors (boys aged 8 to 11)
Boys’ Brigade Company Section (boys aged 11 to 15)
Boys’ Brigade Seniors (boys aged 15 to 18)
Rainbows (girls aged 5 to 7)
Brownies (girls aged 7 to 10)
Guides (girls aged 10 to 14)
Rangers (girls aged 14 to 20)

9:00am to 10:30am Breakfast Bible Study Group
(twice monthly - see diary)

Please note that
current
circumstances
mean that regular
activities may not
be taking place as
they normally
would.

For details of other special events and activities please see the diary.

Christ Church URC is a part of the North Enfield Group of URCs
and the North West Enfield Group of Churches.
Motto: “Enter to worship, depart to serve.”
Mission statement: Christ Church URC aims to provide through its worship, work,
witness and mission an effective contribution to the spiritual and social welfare of
the Church family and the wider community.
Address: Christ Church URC, Chase Side, Enfield, EN2 6NJ
Please note that views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily the views
of the whole fellowship, nor are they representative of church policy.
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