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Getting in contact
Minister
Revd Mark Meatcher

minister@ccurc.org.uk

020 8374 0509

Secretary
Rosemary Milns

secretary@ccurc.org.uk

020 8363 6571

Treasurer & Property Committee
David Fisher
treasurer@ccurc.org.uk

020 8482 4610

Bookings Secretary
Pamela Mansley

bookings@ccurc.org.uk

07936 798 722

Newsletter & website
Tom Boorman

newsletter@ccurc.org.uk

07903 605 545

Serving Elders
Pamela Fisher
Rosemary Milns
Philip Taylor
Youth organisations
Boys’ Brigade - Anchors
Sue Bullock

07775 505 999
020 8363 6571
07714 325 902

info@3rdenfieldbb.co.uk

07961 504 123

Boys’ Brigade - Juniors, Company Section & Seniors
Tom Boorman
info@3rdenfieldbb.co.uk 07903 605 545
Girlguiding - Rainbows, Brownies, Guides & Rangers
Vicki Stratton-Stubbs
9thenfield@gmail.com
07968 483 609
Adventurers (Junior Church)
Rosemary Milns

020 8363 6571

Other activities
Friendship Club
Sylvia Coombs

020 8363 3543

Worship Group
Rosemary Milns

020 8363 6571

Website
Email

www.ccurc.org.uk
mail@ccurc.org.uk
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Facebook
Twitter

@ccurcenfield
@ccurc

Big and Green!
As I write this we are in the middle of Enfield’s Big Green
Climate Festival, a week to focus on the call for climate action
and to highlight the climate emergency.
The week of events all over Enfield finishes at the weekend
with, amongst other things, a Big Green Fair being held at our
church, Christ Church United Reformed Church on Chase Side.

We welcome you to enjoy the church with all its history, but
whilst here we hope that you will also enjoy the welcome that
we hope to give you in Jesus’ name.
And, if you would like to join us for worship on a Sunday we
meet at 11:15 am.
May you be blessed as you contemplate the earth and its
peoples at this time.
Revd Mark Meatcher
We share a poem which has been written by Stephen Gilburt,
a member of Christ Church, to mark the occasion - thank you
to Stephen for these words.
This world you gave to us
with all its living things,
we often fail to treat with care;
may we resolve to change.
We know that change can save
the plants and animals
and lives and homes of people too;
so why do we still wait?
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Pastoral Letter October 2021
The search… is on!
“But the Lord said to Samuel, ‘Do not consider his appearance or
his height, for I have rejected him. The Lord does not look at the
things people look at. People look at the outward appearance, but
the Lord looks at the heart.’” (1 Samuel 16:7)
There had been a failure.
Somehow things hadn’t quite worked out for the King that the
people had chosen, the one who had stood head and
shoulders above everybody else was no longer favoured by
God…strangely this King had also been chosen by God, or so
the text would suggest to us… even though God, to begin with,
didn’t want the people to have a King.
It’s difficult, isn’t it, for us to work out what God’s plans and
purposes are when we read through the various accounts of
the journey of the people of Israel, the chosen people… so is it
any wonder that we as a church, and we as individuals, often
get things wrong as well?
We think we are following in Christ’s footsteps; we’re doing
our best, we pray hard and long, we search the scriptures to
find the life that Jesus wants to give us… and yet, time after
time we still get things wrong.

Think for a moment or two about the errors that have been
justified by reference to scripture over the centuries… slavery,
making women and children of less value than men, exploiting
the planet’s resources… perhaps we’re not so bad, after all?
The prophet Samuel is told to stop whimpering and
whingeing, grieving over the appointment as Saul of King of
Israel, to fill his horn with oil and set out…God is
commissioning him again to anoint the new King, someone
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who will do the right thing, be God’s worshipper and give God
the honour that belongs to God alone. Someone who will be
obedient.
And then the children of Jesse are called forward to be
presented to the prophet Samuel.
What a choice.
So many people with so many gifts… so what exactly are we
looking for?
What is it you are going to be looking for as a church when
you seek to find a new minister?
How are you preparing to choose?
Take a quick look at 2 Peter 1 verses 3-11 as you prepare to
answer that question… because Peter, writing here, seems to
suggest that we may not need anything - and therefore,
dare I suggest that you may not need to be thinking in ways
that you probably already are… that you must have a certain
type of person, a leader from a particular stable or
background, someone with particular gifts and abilities?
The Apostle writes:
“God’s divine power has given us everything needed for life and
godliness…”

Wait a minute - if God has given us everything we need, what
are we looking for? Should we be looking for something or
someone else?
God has placed within our churches at this moment in time
the people who are meant to be there/here. You have been
given the gifts you need in the people you have in your
fellowships.
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You are a church of the living God, and the living God has
given you gifts, talents, opportunities to do God’s work, to
carry on the Missio Dei, the mission of God here in this
locality, in this city, in this nation.
Many churches seem to fail to recognise that God has gifted
them, given them the resources they need to do what they
need to do at any point in time. God has called each and every
one of you to follow in the Jesus way, to walk the way of Christ
through your lives and in your lifestyles.

So, as you begin to approach entering into a search for a new
minister can I encourage you to begin by looking around at
the resources you have already and to consider what you
might do to encourage one another in your spiritual walk with
Christ and focus on these words that Peter gives us as a guide.
Read through again 2 Peter 1: 3-10 and see what instructions
are given to you.
We will be praying, as we prepare to leave you for a time, for
you to have wisdom and discernment together as churches in
all that you do.
May God richly bless you on your journeys.
Mark and Melanie

News of the Fellowship
We are sorry to have heard that Betty Andrews died on 20th
July. Betty was the widow of Ron and was a member of Christ
Church and the Women’s Council before moving to Bristol.
We remember Betty’s family and friends in our prayers.
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Saying farewell
Our service on Sunday 31st October will be a Farewell Service
to Revd Mark Meatcher, led by Mark, starting at our usual time
of 11:15am. At this service we will also be welcoming our
friends from Bush Hill Park and Lancaster Road URCs.
The service will be followed by lunch. To give us an idea of
expected numbers, if you would like to attend please RSVP as
soon as possible by email to elders@ccurc.org.uk or speak to
one of the elders.

Friendship Club
Upcoming meetings of the Friendship Club will take place on
Mondays 18th October, 15th November and 20th December,
all at 2:15pm in the hall. For more information please contact
Sylvia Coombs.

Craft Fair
On Saturday 16th October from
1:00pm to 4:00pm there will be a Craft
Fair to support Bridge of Hope
Children’s Ministry at Lancaster Road
URC’s hall in Armfield Road. Come and
find exciting gifts and Christmas
presents!
If you would like to book a stall please
ring Rosemary Randall on 020 8367 2451.
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Boys’ Brigade update
After not having been able to hold any residential activities
since March 2020, it was great to be able to get away for our
Summer Camp from Sunday 22nd to Friday 27th August.
The camp was run jointly with our friends from 10th Enfield
(based at Winchmore Hill Baptist Church) and was held at
Beeston Regis, near Sheringham in North Norfolk, for
members of Company Section and Seniors in both Companies.
Throughout the week the group had the opportunity to take
part in a wide range of activities including surfing in
Mundesley, canoeing on the Norfolk Broads in Wroxham, a
ropes course at Holkham Hall, a day at Pleasurewood Hills, go
karting at Karttrak Cromer, a funfair, an around the town
challenge, putting, Beach Olympics as well as on site activities
including water games, devotions and a quiz.
Check out some photos from the week…
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Regular face-to-face activities
have now resumed for the new
term and we are delighted to
have returned to weekly
meetings for all age groups.
Activities so far have included a
chocolate themed evening for
our Anchors and Juniors, and a
team challenge to build catapults
for our Company Section and
Seniors!
Tom
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Girlguiding news
In Guides over the past few weeks we
have been trying out new water activities
such as paddle boarding and outdoor
swimming at Ware Priory Lido.
The paddle boarding was so enjoyable,
we learnt how to stand up successfully
on a wobbling board and how to steer
the board. We wore helmets and
buoyancy aids with a wet suit.
Everyone had a great laugh as most of
us fell in. All of the leaders joined in with
us which made the experience ten times
better.
When we went swimming at the lido it was great fun - we
swam, played with inflatable toys, found diving rings and
played on massive floats. Everyone (including the leaders)
jumped in at the deep end at the same time, we all loved this
very much!
We are very lucky to have this great Girlguiding community
that allows us to do fun activities.
Savannah, 9th Enfield Guides

From Zion Chapel to Christ Church
We hope you have been enjoying this series of very interesting
articles that Stephen has written. Six parts have been
published in this newsletter so far, keep an eye out for part
seven coming next month!
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Enfield Age UK events
Talks on ‘Planning for Later Life’
Thursday 21st October 2021,
1:00pm - 2:30pm
Wednesday 24th November 2021,
1:00pm - 2:30pm
Tuesday 14th December 2021,
11:00am - 12:30pm
Via Zoom online
Please contact Kate Reader on 020 8375 4120 or
kate.reader@ageukenfield.org.uk to book your place.
Zoom details will be emailed to you nearer the time. If you
need support with Zoom we can help, let us know.
Planning for the future and putting certain things in place can
provide peace of mind and security for both you and your
loved ones.
As part of Enfield Connections, Age UK Enfield are offering free
Planning for Later Life sessions for people 50+ or carers of
people aged 50+.
The session will cover the following…
•
•
•
•

Making a will
Power of Attorney
Advanced Decisions/Statements
Bereavement Services

You will have opportunities to ask questions, and an
information pack can be posted/emailed on request.
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From the Friends of KSN Hospital
Supporting Khristiya Seva Niketan
(KSN) Hospital is close to many of our
hearts, knowing the difficult
conditions in which KSN operates,
with few resources other than faith in
God. By establishing a UK based
charity, we hope that not only will we
be able to manage our fundraising
and support more effectively, we will
be able to attract a wider supporter
base.
As well as being able to support KSN
Hospital, the charity has been
established in a way that allows us to
help KSN’s partner organisations, such
as the Nurses Training School,
Marshal Duar Hostel, the Church of North India’s Durgapur
Diocese and other partners in West Bengal that the Hospital
works with, such as Friends of Cathedral Relief Services in
Kolkata.
We have initially appointed six Trustees: Rosemary Milns
(Chair), Linda Berry, Nigel Bruguier, Laura Marlow, Peter
Skerratt, Melanie Smith (Treasurer). We want as many people
involved in decisions as possible so, as well as the more
formal Trustees’ roles, you can register as a Friend. At this
stage, there is no cost involved for this, but all donations are,
of course, gratefully received! As a Friend, you will receive a
newsletter (hopefully twice a year), and be invited to attend
Friends meetings, which will run alongside our online Trustee
meetings.
Our first online Friends meeting will be on Wednesday 29th
September at 7:00pm (BST) and we hope to be joined by
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Hospital Director, Pradip Baux, and Davidson Solanki, Regional
Manager for Asia and the Middle East for USPG, which
generously supports KSN. Please join us!
For more details about registering as a Friend and the online
meeting please speak to one of the Trustees.
At the start of 2021, Friends of KSN Hospital launched a
general appeal for funds. At time of writing, we have raised
over £8,000 of our £10,000 target. This enabled the purchase
of a machine to digitize x-rays, to enable remote
consultations; several of us were able to watch the dedication
of the machine live on Facebook.
The fund will remain open until
the end of 2021, and includes
sponsorship for five local girls
living at Marshal Duar Hostel,
whose families would otherwise
struggle to support them, plus
some support for Friends of
Cathedral Relief Services in
Kolkata, another Church of North
India based charity. Links between KSN and CRS are hoped to
be useful in sharing of knowledge and resources.
However, the optimism of not being too adversely affected by
the initial wave of the coronavirus pandemic in 2020 soon
gave way to a considerable increase in cases in 2021 with the
rise of the Delta Variant. There were real concerns as to how
the hospital would manage, with understandable fear
spreading within the staff and the community, inadequate
PPE, and few specialised facilities. With this in mind, an
additional appeal has been launched, to help the hospital in
setting up an Intensive Care facility (opposite). However, the
ongoing needs of the hospital are… ongoing, and so if you are
to help with our 2021 appeal, please visit
www.stewardship.org.uk/pages/IndiaAppeal2021
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Ways you can help KSN Hospital:

Online Giving:
Stewardship is an online giving service which collects money
on our behalf and adds Gift Aid as appropriate.
Give to our general appeal for 2021:
www.stewardship.org.uk/pages/IndiaAppeal2021
Support our ICU Appeal:
www.stewardship.org.uk/pages/ICUappeal
You can give to Friends of KSN at any time:
account.stewardship.org.uk/donation/oneoff/KSN
Bank Transfer or Standing Order:
You can pay directly into our Cooperative Bank Account:
Sort Code 08-92-99 Account 67220755
If you pay directly into our account, you will need to complete
a Gift Aid, if applicable, and email us to tell us which, if any,
appeal, your gift should go towards.
Amazon Wishlist:
Buy items directly for the hospital via Amazon.in - use your UK
Amazon account, and the items you chose will be delivered
directly to the hospital. With current exchange rates and fees,
1 Rupee is about 1 penny. An item on the list for 1,000 Rupees
will cost you about £10: amzn.in/60DmxyO
If you cannot offer financial help, there are other ways
you can be involved:
Are you active on Facebook and could share posts, or help
generate content? Can you put together a newsletter for us?
Would you be interested in becoming a Trustee? Can you
regularly pray for KSN, its staff and patients?
If you can help in these or other ways, please contact us on
FriendsofKSN@gmail.com
Friends of KSN Hospital is a registered charity in England (no.
1193947).
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Prayer diary October 2021
1st - Give thanks to God at the start of a new month.
2nd - Pray for our planet and for help to take better care of it.
3rd - Pray for those taking part in today’s London Marathon.
4th - Pray for the Anchors as they meet this evening.
5th - Pray for the work of KSN Hospital in India.
6th - Pray for the homeless.
7th - Pray for all those who are involved in the process of
seeking a new minister, and for God’s guidance in doing so.
8th - Pray for the Rainbows as they meet this evening.
9th - Give thanks to God for his word to us through the Bible.
10th - Pray for the 3rd Enfield Boys’ Brigade as their
Enrolment Service takes place this morning.
11th - Pray for the Juniors as they meet this evening.
12th - Pray for Mark and Melanie as they prepare to move on.
13th - Pray for the local community around Christ Church.
14th - Pray for those who have lost loved ones recently.
15th - Pray for the Brownies as they meet this evening.
16th - Pray for those who keep our buildings clean and safe.
17th - Pray for our friend Terry Silvey as he leads us in
worship this morning.
18th - Pray for the Friendship Club as they meet today.
19th - Give thanks to God for his unending love for us.
20th - Pray for all those who work at Chase Farm Hospital.
21st - Pray for friends and family.
22nd - Pray for the Guides and Rangers as they meet today.
23rd - Pray for the wider United Reformed Church.
24th - Pray for our friend Martin Wells as he leads our service
this morning.
25th - Pray for today’s Company Section and Seniors meeting.
26th - Pray for our elders.
27th - Pray for the work of Enfield Council.
28th - Pray for your own personal faith.
29th - Pray for all those who are seeking new employment.
30th - Pray for our friends from the other URCs in Enfield.
31st - Pray for today’s events as we say farewell to Mark.
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Church diary October 2021
Sunday 3rd October
11:15am
Revd Mark Meatcher
Holy Communion (offering for Goldie College)
Duty Elder - Philip Taylor
Sunday 10th October
11:15am
The Worship Group
Family Parade Service (Boys’ Brigade Enrolment)
Duty Elder - Rosemary Milns
Sunday 17th October
Terry Silvey
Duty Elder - Philip Taylor

11:15am

Monday 18th October
Friendship Club

2:15pm

Sunday 24th October
Martin Wells
Duty Elder - Pamela Fisher

11:15am

Sunday 31st October
11:15am
Revd Mark Meatcher
Farewell Service for Revd Mark Meatcher
United Service for the North Enfield Group of URCs,
at Christ Church
Duty Elder - Philip Taylor
This service will be followed by lunch - please RSVP to
elders@ccurc.org.uk or speak to one of the elders

18 | Christ Church URC Newsletter

Church diary November 2021
Sunday 7th November
11:15am
Revd Martin Legg
Holy Communion (offering for Mission Aviation
Fellowship)
Duty Elder - Pamela Fisher

Resound Worship
In September 2020 Resound Worship released their groundbreaking Doxecology album, a collection of 13 congregational
worship songs on themes of creation, ecology and Christian
hope.
We have used a number of their tracks in our worship
material over the last year or so, and they will be taking the
album on tour in November against the backdrop of the
COP26 Climate Summit.
They will be performing on Wednesday 3rd November at
St James Church, Muswell Hill. For more details and to book
tickets please visit www.resoundworship.org/events

November 2021 newsletter
The November 2021 edition of the newsletter will be
published on Sunday 31st October. Items intended for
inclusion in this issue should be with the editor by Sunday
24th October. Any late submissions may be held over to the
following issue.
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Regular activities at Christ Church
SUNDAY
11:15am

Morning worship
(Holy Communion - first Sunday)
(Family Parade Service - third Sunday)
(regular service - other Sundays)
Adventurers (children aged 3 upwards)

11:15am

MONDAY

2:15pm
6:00pm to 7:30pm
6:00pm to 7:30pm
7:45pm to 9:15pm
7:45pm to 9:15pm

FRIDAY

5:00pm to 6:15pm
6:00pm to 7:30pm
7:30pm to 9:00pm
7:30pm to 9:00pm

SATURDAY

Friendship Club (once monthly - see diary)
Boys’ Brigade Anchors (boys aged 5 to 8)
Boys’ Brigade Juniors (boys aged 8 to 11)
Boys’ Brigade Company Section (boys aged 11 to 14)
Boys’ Brigade Seniors (boys aged 14 to 18)
Rainbows (girls aged 5 to 7)
Brownies (girls aged 7 to 10)
Guides (girls aged 10 to 14)
Rangers (girls aged 14 to 20)

9:00am to 10:30am Breakfast Bible Study Group
(twice monthly - see diary)

Please note that
current
circumstances
mean that regular
activities may not
be taking place as
they normally
would.

For details of other special events and activities please see the diary.

Christ Church URC is a part of the North Enfield Group of URCs
and the North West Enfield Group of Churches.
Motto: “Enter to worship, depart to serve.”
Mission statement: Christ Church URC aims to provide through its worship, work,
witness and mission an effective contribution to the spiritual and social welfare of
the Church family and the wider community.
Address: Christ Church URC, Chase Side, Enfield, EN2 6NJ
Please note that views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily the views
of the whole fellowship, nor are they representative of church policy.
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