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Pastoral Letter May 2022
“For the love of God is broader than the measures of man’s
mind.”
Over many generations a succession of liberation movements - antislavery, women’s votes, gay rights, Black Lives Matter - have called for
greater inclusivity. The radical inclusivity of Jesus depicted in the
Gospels - “eating with tax-collectors and sinners” - was one of the
main accusations levelled at him by the Pharisees. Jesus knew how
broad the love of God is. His disciples, those who listened to him
rather than carping from afar, were set the task of not merely
accepting, but actually loving their enemies.
If we find it so difficult to be inclusive, why is this line from a wellknown hymn so encouraging and comforting? Too many prayers of
confession, both liturgical and extempore, start by praising God’s allembracing and generous love only to bring us down to earth with a
bump, lamenting the narrowness and meanness of our response,
often with an air of horrified incredulity - “How could I be so nasty to
God?”
Faber’s hymn does not take that approach. In speaking of the
“measures of man’s mind” he recognises that humans have been
created with limits. Adam and Eve are depicted in Genesis as
objecting to those limits. Fruits from all the other trees God had
provided would have been nourishing and delightful, but fruit from
the Tree of All Knowledge proved bitter. “All knowledge” is only
possible to the infinite mind of God.
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Humans have been given a physical brain with which to think. It may
be the most complex and amazing organ, but it has its limits. In
Philosophy in the Flesh, Lakoff and Johnson demonstrate how the
abstract thinking by which we try to understand the world, and our
position in it, is carried out by brain structures evolved to regulate the
behaviour of physical bodies in physical space. God’s word to Isaiah,
“My thoughts are not your thoughts”, is meant to reassure, not to
condemn. It is OK not to understand. In fact, it is necessary and
liberating not to understand.
The Passion and Resurrection of Jesus are spoken of as a mystery.
Opponents of Christianity see that as a cop out. As science delved
deeper into the natural world and claimed not just to describe but to
explain what had previously been attributed to God, the realm of the
unknown appeared to be shrinking, and with it came the concept of a
“God of the gaps”: God would become redundant when all nature’s
secrets were uncovered. Today scientists are increasingly recognising
that there are limits to what their discipline is designed to explain.
Mystery is whatever our minds are not created to understand. God
does not expect us to understand “the meaning of life, the universe
and everything”. When, in the Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy, it
turned out to be 42, who was any the wiser? Everything that we need
to understand about God’s nature and purposes is revealed in God’s
embodiment for thirty-something years in human flesh like ours.
Many of us treat our domestic pets almost like humans and attribute
human feelings to them. But we can learn a lot from their difference
from us, rather than their similarity. Cats are supremely selfish. They
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“pray” only when they want feeding and otherwise do their own
thing. Finding myself loving a creature only capable of “cupboard
love” helps me understand how God can love me despite my
shamefully similar self-concern. I can forgive the cat for not noticing I
am tired or stressed, or for showing no interest in the crossword clue I
cannot solve if she sits on it. If I can care for a creature who, despite
being “fearfully and wonderfully made”, has so very little insight into
my world, is it so incredible that God cares for me?
Dr John Strange
Elder, Palmers Green URC

Ministerial update
We can report that Mark and Melanie have now safely arrived in Fiji
and are settling into their new home and roles at the Pacific
Theological College (PTC). We will of course miss them greatly and
continue to pray for God’s blessing on their journey ahead.
We are pleased to say that the Revd Dominic Grant has become the
Interim Moderator of the North Enfield Group (Bush Hill Park, Christ
Church and Lancaster Road URCs) during the vacancy. Dominic is
currently the Minister of two URCs - Barnet and St Andrew’s
Chesterfield Road - and will support us in the process of seeking to
call a new minister to the Pastorate. Please pray for Dominic as he
takes on this important role, as well as the churches in our group as
we look towards future ministry.
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Zoom Bible Study Group
Upcoming meetings of the Zoom Bible Study Group will take place on
Saturdays 7 and 21 May, both from 9:30am. The group will be starting
a new series of sessions based upon Tom Wright’s book New
Testament Wisdom for Everyone.
If you are interested in taking part please contact Rosemary Milns for
joining instructions - everyone is very welcome. Further future dates
will be announced in due course.

Christian Aid Week
This year’s Christian Aid Week will
take place from Sunday 15 to
Saturday 21 May.
As a church we support Christian Aid
Week and so we are looking for volunteers to help as collectors. If you
are interested, or would like more information, please speak to
Rosemary Milns.
Following our service on Sunday 15 May we will be holding a light
lunch in support of our Christian Aid Week collection. If you would like
to join us please let Pamela Fisher know by Sunday 8 May.
Find out more about Christian Aid Week at https://
christianaid.org.uk/appeals/key-appeals/christian-aid-week
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Friendship Club update
Easter and Florence Nightingale
We had a very happy and well attended Friendship Club meeting on
Easter Monday afternoon. After an introduction and Easter
meditation, Gracie read us a beautiful Easter poem, before Sue Simms
spoke to us about the life and work of Florence Nightingale.
Born in 1820 in Florence, hence her Christian name, into a wealthy
family and educated largely by her father, she became a very
accomplished young woman for the society of the time. Whilst still a
teenager she felt called to mission and despite much parental
opposition she trained as a nurse in Germany, then returned to
London to develop her work. It was, of course, during the Crimean
War that she became famous when she was put in charge of nursing
in the military hospitals where at one point she had about 10,000 men
under her care in what to us now were appalling disease-ridden filthy
conditions at Scutari in Turkey. She received partial government
support for her work mainly due to her wealthy connections and on
her return to England, incognito as Miss Smith, after resting a while,
she continued establishing nursing training, and In 1860 in St Thomas’
Hospital in London she established the Nightingale School for Nurses,
the first in the world.
Sue also reminded us that Mary Seacole, a mixed race descendant of
Jamaican slaves, financed herself to join the nurses at Crimea, having
been refused financial assistance. She had extensive experience of
malaria nursing in Panama during the building of the Panama Canal in
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the swampy land there. She was a formidable businesswoman, setting
up accommodation for the more wealthy officer class of soldier as
well as actually nursing the wounded on the battlefield. It was sad
that she did not receive the accolade and recognition deserved at the
time, that Florence Nightingale did.
Florence Nightingale lived to be 90 years old and wrote in a book,
“Every nurse ought to be careful to wash hands frequently during the
day. If her face too, so much the better.” Advice for us all today!
Thank you Sue for a most interesting and well-researched talk. We
then gathered round the table for our tea, cake and a good natter. It
was also nice to welcome a visitor.
Our next meeting is on Monday 16 May at 2:15pm in the hall and
everyone is welcome. Mission Aviation Fellowship (MAF) is the topic,
and is particularly important for us at Christ Church as we regularly
support this charity.
Margaret Hume

Worship at Christ Church
Check out a recap of worship at Christ Church over the last few weeks.
27 March - Mothering Sunday
Our Family Parade Service for Mothering Sunday was led by Joan
Manning. Looking at the story of Jesus and the Canaanite woman in
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Matthew 15:21-28, Joan spoke to us about what we can learn from
this story and the importance of seeking God despite our
circumstances or obstacles.
We also heard from Micah 6:5-8 which reminds us “to act justly and to
love mercy and to walk humbly with your God”, as well as what we
can learn from King Lemuel’s mother’s advice in Proverbs 31:1-9.
3 April
For our service on 3 April we were led by Jill Nugent. We heard the
story of the anointing of Jesus in John 12:1-8, reminding us of the love
and gratitude that Mary showed for Jesus and challenging us to
always show our own love and gratitude for him in all we do.
We also heard the words of Colossians 3:12-17, which speaks of the
importance of showing compassion and forgiveness towards each
other. There was also the opportunity to share in Holy Communion,
that gift from Jesus that is available to us all.
10 April - Palm Sunday
Our Palm Sunday service was led by Michaela Lawrence, where we
heard the account of Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem in Luke
19:28-40, reminding us of the different reactions that people had to
him and the events of that first Holy Week that led to his crucifixion.
We also heard Paul’s words in Philippians 2:3-11 which talks of the
attitudes that Jesus had and that we should also have, with a
challenge that Easter is a great opportunity to share our faith, not only
in our words but also in our attitudes and actions.
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15 April - Good Friday
On Good Friday we were able to join
with friends from other churches
from around Enfield for services
which were organised by the Enfield
Town & Forty Hill LEP.
There was an open air service in Enfield Town, which was led by the
Revd Ian Crofts of Jesus Church and included an address by the Revd
Dan Haylett of Trinity Church (Methodist/URC). Hearing the account
of Jesus’ crucifixion in Matthew 27:27-50, Dan reminded us that the
cross is a sign of hope whatever is going on in our lives.
This was followed by a service at St Andrew’s Church, which was led
by the Revd Dr Steve Griffiths. We heard Romans 5:1-11 and Mark
15:33-41, and Major Glenn Furlong of Enfield Salvation Army spoke to
us of the mystery of the cross, which demonstrates God’s love for us
as well as the words we can say to Jesus: “you did it for me”.
17 April - Easter Sunday
Our Easter Sunday service was led
by The Worship Group and included
Holy Communion.
We heard the account of the empty
tomb and Jesus appearing to Mary
Magdalene in John 20:1-18, as well as dramatised interviews with
Mary, a Roman soldier and Peter, telling us how they were sure that
Jesus is alive and that we can be sure that Jesus is alive for us today!
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From Zion Chapel to Christ Church
The following is the twelfth of a series of articles written by Stephen
Gilburt entitled From Zion Chapel to Christ Church - A Story of
Congregationalists in Enfield.
Part 12: Christ Church 1980-2003
The Revd H Roy Martin BA BD 1980-1987
After studying at Lancashire College, Henry Roy Martin was ordained
and inducted to Cheadle Hulme
Congregational Church in 1956.
Between 1962 and 1980 he served in
the Church of South India.
In December 1980 he moved to Enfield
and became the Minister of Christ
Church. His friendship and pastoral
care were particularly appreciated and
he would regularly visit the members
of the congregation. He and his wife
Joy had four children: Peter, Anne,
Rosemary and Paul. Roy Martin’s
experience of serving in India was
reflected in his ministry at Christ
Church and members were able to
learn more about that country’s
culture. (Over many years missionaries
12 | Christ Church URC Newsletter

Members at Christ Church Garden
Party in 1982

Young people singing in the
musical Greater Than Gold in 1985

have been sent out by the London
Missionary Society and later by the
Council for World Mission to spread the
Christian message to various countries
around the world. From 1972 to 1989
Sylvia Coombs was a teacher at Goldie
College in the Solomon Islands.)

Sylvia Coombs in the Solomon
Islands

In 1984 Christ Church had 109 members
with 64 boys in The Boys’ Brigade, 7 girls in the Rangers, 18 Guides
and 25 Brownies. Some of these children were also in the Junior
Church.
Following Leonard Towers’ death in 1985
Roy Martin was appointed Minister Emeritus
of Christ Church.
In 1987 Roy Martin left Christ Church after
receiving a call to become the Minister at St
Margaret’s and St George’s joint United
Reformed and Moravian Church in
Harlesden. In 1995 he retired and moved
with his wife Joy to Milton Keynes where he
recently celebrated his 90th birthday.

Roy and Joy Martin outside
Christ Church in 1987

The Revd Adrian J Bulley MTh 1988-1993
Adrian John Bulley trained for the ministry at Westminster College,
Cambridge and was ordained and inducted at Kirkheaton and
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Holmfirth URCs in Yorkshire in 1986.
In 1988 he accepted a call to the pastorate of
Christ Church and moved with his wife Karen
and their young son Peter into a newly acquired
manse in Churchbury Lane. His family services
were particularly appreciated and he
encouraged several young families to become
actively involved in the life of the church. There
were groups for mothers and toddlers, making
banners, keep fit, aerobics and drama.
After discussions between members of
Christ Church and Trinity Methodist
and United Reformed Church, a
proposal to unite the two churches
was put to a Church Meeting in 1991
but was rejected.

Adrian and Karen Bulley
at his induction in 1988

Junior Church Day Open Air Service
in Whitewebbs Park in 1989

Later in 1991 Christ Church purchased copies
of the new United Reformed Church hymn
book Rejoice and Sing.
Christine Willis, an Elder at Christ Church and
an accredited lay preacher since 1984, was
ordained as a non-stipendiary (unpaid)
minister in 1991. She served as an associate
minister at Christ Church before becoming a
minister at Cheshunt URC in 1993. She
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Families at the Junior
Church Day in 1990

subsequently became a stipendiary
minister at Hertford URC.
In 1993 Adrian Bulley left Christ Church.
He then became the Minister at Chesham
URC and later was the Minister of St
Andrews, Ealing URC. After a period as
Thames North Synod Clerk, he became
Moderator of the Wessex Synod in 2002.
He was subsequently Minister at City
Church Cardiff and Synod Clerk to the
Synod of Wales. Since September 2021 he
has been Deputy General Secretary for
Discipleship for the URC.

The Nativity Service in 1990

The Boys’ Brigade in 1991

Interim Ministry 1994-2003
Following Adrian Bulley’s departure, Christ Church received valuable
ministerial leadership from the Revd David Bradburn and the Revd
Hamish Hamilton and then from three short-term interim ministers,
who were able to bring to Christ Church the benefit of their
experience of ministry in other countries.
The Revd Joe Pratt, Interim Minister from 1994 to 1996 lived in
Broxbourne. He had previously served in the Church of South India
where he met his wife Seguna and became a friend of the Revd Roy
Martin. On leaving Christ Church he became a minister in South Wales
but sadly died not long afterwards and Seguna returned to live with
her family in India.
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In 1995 the Health Authority wanted to
demolish the nurses’ home in the former
manse behind Christ Church and build a
care home on the site. In order to allow
access Christ Church agreed to the
demolition of the Church Parlour and the
Ladies Vestry. The car park on the site of
the Lecture Hall (the former Chase Side
Chapel) and the area in front of the
church were resurfaced and a sum of
money was paid to the church which has
since helped with repairs to the church
and hall. The care home was recently
converted into a medical day centre.

The Church Parlour being
demolished in 1995

The manse before its demolition
Egland Graham studied at Jamaica Bible
in 1995
Seminary and Manchester. From 1980 he
was Minister at Saffron Lane, Leicester, moving to
Tottenham in 1985 where he served in turn at
Stamford Hill URC, The Commons Team in South
London, Christ Church, where his friendly

Friendship Club social in 2000
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Members and friends of Christ
Church in 2000

The Revd Egland
Graham’s 71st
birthday party in
2000

manner was much appreciated, from
1999 to 2001 and Acton Hill. He died in
2020 at the age of 91.
From 2002 to 2003 Christ Church shared
the Revd Alan Abraham from the USA
with Lancaster Road and Ponders End
URCs. Alan Abraham and his wife Nancy
moved into the Ponders End URC manse.
Chris Sanders lent Alan one of his
collection of Morris Minor cars which
Alan drove, although it had a manual
gearbox and he was used to driving
automatic cars.

Members and friends of Christ
Church in 2000

Boys’ Brigade Display in 2000

Betty and Peter Over seeing the
joke in 2002

Alan and Nancy
Abraham’s welcome
party in 2002

Alan Abraham with
Church Secretary
Chris Sanders

Image 1-2, 4-20 from Christ Church archives
Image 3 from Away to the Ends of the Earth by
Sylvia Coombs

Harvest Festival with Shaun the
Sheep in 2003
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Annual General Meeting
A reminder that the Christ Church Annual General Meeting will be
held on Sunday 8 May at 12:30pm at the back of the church.
The annual church accounts and reports will be presented at the
meeting. Elections will take place for Church Secretary, Treasurer and
members of the Property Committee together with representatives
on the Thames North Synod, the Enfield and East Herts Local Area
Group, the North Enfield Group and the North West Enfield Group of
Churches.
If you are prepared to be nominated or wish to nominate someone for
any of these positions please speak to Rosemary Milns, Church
Secretary. The consent of an individual must be sought before
nominating them.
Over the next few pages you can read the annual reports that will be
presented at the AGM.

Elders’ report
After the many challenges of 2020, we hoped that 2021 would be
more of a ‘normal’ year and one when we could return to the pleasure
of face-to-face worship, meetings and social events, free of constraints
and concerns of catching, or passing on, the Covid virus. As we now
know that wasn’t to be and progress has been slow. We have spent
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numerous hours in discussing if and when in person worship should
restart; do, or do we not wear masks; should refreshments resume,
and the preparation of numerous risk assessments. As Elders we have
had the responsibility of making these sorts of decisions not just for
ourselves but for the benefit of the congregation as a whole, and I
must admit that has been hard. Nevertheless, we have got through
the last two years and found new ways of sharing worship, and
meeting and socializing. Before 2020, how many people had heard of
Zoom? Now “Zooming” has entered the English language!
So what has been happening during 2021? Quite a lot really, all things
considered. From January to March services continued online, being
run for the whole of the Local Area Group, mainly by Mark, our
Minister and his wife Melanie, but a few by the Revds Martin Legg and
Jim Gascoigne, when they were not available. From Easter Sunday
onwards face-to-face services resumed at Christ Church, with the
option of joining online, though the LAG has continued to produce a
weekly hard copy service, which has been distributed to members of
the congregation, as requested. The open air Forest Church services at
the Scout field in Winchmore Hill also resumed.
The Bible study and prayer group has continued online, meaning that
not only have people from the rest of the LAG been able to join us,
but also Sylvia Coombs’ friend Alison Gibbs from Zambia, who up
until the end of the year was working through the Council for World
Mission (CWM) as headmistress of a school there. She has now
returned to the UK and joins us from Portsmouth. Topics covered
have included “How to pray”, the Gospel of Mark and “God’s heart for
mental health”.
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Even with lockdown restrictions we have managed to hold three
weddings at the church, the first for Derrick and Ann (Derrick sadly
passed away in January of this year), and the other two for Corrine
and Benjamin, and Julia and Johnny. Julia and Johnny are returning in
August of this year for a larger celebration.
In September we hosted a very successful Big Green Fair as part of
Enfield Climate Action Forum’s Big Green Festival. There were lots of
stalls from various environmental and local groups and sessions
throughout the day from groups such as the Enfield Poets, a ukulele
band and Enfield People’s Theatre.
The church is supporting the new Enfield Debt Centre (part of
Christians against Poverty) and we were pleased to see this formally
launched in November. We will be including regular updates on their
work in the newsletter.
We have also been raising money for Khristiya Seva Niketan Hospital
in West Bengal. The Friends of KSN group was registered as a UK
charity in March 2021 and with Gift Aid recoveries over £17,000 was
collected which has been used for such things as the hospital’s X-ray
and ICU appeals and the refurbishment of the connected hostel for
girls.
Other charities supported by the church include Christian Aid (we
raised £576.85 for Christian Aid week), Lancaster Road Special Supper
Ministry, North London Hospice, Goldie College, Mission Aviation
Fellowship and the Bible Society. We have also made regular
contributions to the North Enfield Foodbank, hosted one of the
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Community Food Hubs for families of local school children and
members of the congregation help at Ponders End URC’s weekly
Foodbank. Many thanks for your generosity of cash and time in
supporting these causes.
Face-to-face church social events have slowly restarted, with a tea in
the garden in August and a Christmas lunch after the service of
lessons and carols in December. We are aiming to have more this year
- look out for further details!
In July we were very sorry to hear that Mark and Melanie had
accepted a call to work for CWM at the Pacific Theological College in
Fiji, eventually leaving the UK in April of this year. We will miss them
greatly, but accept that if that is where God wishes them to be, who
are we to say otherwise. We are waiting for the Moderator to formally
declare a vacancy of our North Enfield Group Pastorate. We have
already prepared a Profile for the church and this together with the
Profiles for Bush Hill Park and Lancaster Road (the other two churches
in our Pastorate) has been sent to the Moderator. During the vacancy
our Interim Moderator is the Revd Dominic Grant, who is the Minister
of two churches in Barnet.
The Elders ask for your continued prayers and support both for us and
the church fellowship. Prayer is essential to our life and growth as a
church, particularly as we seek God’s will for us in the months ahead.
Rosemary Milns
Elder and Church Secretary
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Worship Group report
The Worship Group (Sylvia Coombs, Pamela Fisher and Rosemary
Milns) has had nine planning meetings and taken 10 services since
face-to-face services restarted in April 2021.
In the spring and summer there was a series of services with themes
from the book of Acts, such as “Who is the Holy Spirit and what can he
do for us?”, “Living in awe of God”, and “Living in unity”. The Breakfast
Service in August tied in with this, being on the theme of “Life among
the believers - eating together”, when we considered the importance
of eating together for the early Christians and thought how we could
develop this as individuals and a fellowship.
In October we led the BB Enrolment Service, and in December
organised the Nativity service, Lessons and Carols and the final service
of the year.
We endeavour to include a variety of approaches to worship within
the services, some informal, some formal. Balloons and food are
always well received! Thank you to everyone who has taken part in
the services - and for your willingness to do so.
A big thank you to Sylvia, who has done a lot of the research and
preparation work over the past year, and to Pamela for the creative
ideas that she produces.
Rosemary Milns

22 | Christ Church URC Newsletter

Friendship Club report
After a number of attempts to restart following a long break we finally
managed to meet again in October 2021 when the Revd Mandy
James led us in a fun quiz afternoon. Despite the ups and downs of
the pandemic, since then we have continued to meet in person each
month although with ups and downs in numbers too.
At our meeting the following month, in November, there was plenty
of colour and laughter when I showed an array of costumes from
around the world, mainly from Africa, the Pacific and Asia. Everyone
had a chance to have a close look at what others wear and try the
clothes on. This was followed by our December meeting a week
before Christmas Day. We enjoyed listening to the story of the first
Christmas, singing and listening to Christmas carols, some Christmas
craft led by Christine and a wonderful bring and share tea together
with a visit from “Father Christmas” and “Mrs Christmas” who
delivered gift bags and cards. Our special thanks go to Margaret and
Barbara who helped prepare the bags and Christmas cards and to Jim
Holliday who bravely donned his Father Christmas outfit again.
So far this year Joan Soulsby has come to share memorabilia and
stories moving on from Christmas past in January and also came back
to join in our February meeting when we had more fun as each of us
shared a happy childhood memory (a keepsake, story, poem etc). In
March Linda Clarke painted another beautiful picture for us, and in
April Sue Simms gave a talk on Florence Nightingale.
Sylvia Coombs
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Adventurers report
Adventurers, the church’s weekly Sunday morning group for children
3 years and upwards, restarted in April, when the church started faceto-face services again. Each week through a mixture of songs, drama,
games and craft activities we venture into the Bible to discover and
explore one of its amazing stories. As the imagination has no
boundaries, we can travel in time and space to consider what it would
have been like to live in Bible times and how we would have managed
if we had to deal with some of the challenges that characters in the
Bible had to meet. Adventurers is not just something to keep
youngsters occupied during a service, but aims to develop their own
knowledge and understanding of our Christian faith and help them to
be able to apply this to everyday life.
Through the charity World Vision, we are sponsoring Erena who lives
in Shkodra in Albania. Erena is 7 and has one brother and two sisters.
She lives with her mum and dad. Her dad is an agricultural labourer.
Many thanks to Gracie George for her help with running Adventurers.
Rosemary Milns

Girlguiding report
The 9th Enfield has had a very busy year and have enjoyed meeting
online and also face-to-face. We started the year planning all the
activities we wanted to do.
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We all enjoyed meeting over Zoom and completed a variety of
activities. The Rainbows enjoyed lots of activities like scavenger hunts,
mug cakes and icing biscuits. The Brownies enjoyed lots of different
activities too like an online escape room, making bags out of t-shirts
and games like Simon Says and scavenger hunts. The Guides and
Rangers participated in Zoom meetings but were a lot quieter than
we are used to! They had evenings of sciences experiments, beauty
product making, cooking and painting. They also all completed lots of
badge work that we have used towards our theme awards.
When we finally got to meet back face-to-face again we made the
most of the nice summer weather and enjoyed lots of games and
activities outside. Rainbows completed lots of badge work and
enjoyed craft, sports activities and nature trails outside. Brownies
completed lots of badge work and played lots of outside games.
Guides also completed some camping based badge work, craft
activities and games as well as having a big water fight! Rangers had a
more competitive term with team games, cooking challenges and
water games.
We finished the summer with the 9th Festival which involved lots of
outdoor activities that the girls could choose to complete. We all
enjoyed the pizza and pancake stalls!
We returned after the summer holidays to a busy programme. The
Rainbows enjoyed some planting, making their own recycling centre
and making fudge. The Brownies had a whole evening revolved
around chocolate, another evening making monsters and also made
their own outfits using only recycled materials. The Guides and
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Rangers all enjoyed a trip to ESSA to try their hand at paddle
boarding. Some of the leaders also joined in and it’s definitely harder
than it looks! The Guides and Rangers also managed to get away on
their first indoor camping weekend since Covid. We had a lovely
Christmas dinner and enjoyed lots of Christmas crafts, cooking and
movies.
We started this year by planning lots of camping trips so all groups
will have a chance to get away and try something new with Guiding.
We currently are full in all four groups and feel very lucky that we have
come out of the pandemic stronger than ever.
Vicki Stratton-Stubbs

Boys’ Brigade report
2021 was another busy year for the 3rd Enfield, despite the continued
disruption of the pandemic. We finished the year with a membership
of just over 30 boys across all age groups. Activities are run by a team
of five leaders; during the year we were sorry to say goodbye to
Steven Peck from the team following his move away from Enfield.
During lockdown restrictions in January we held a Zoom Quiz Night,
which was attended by over 60 people and raised over £400 for
Company funds.
When we were able to meet face-to-face from May, our Anchors and
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Juniors age groups met on alternate weeks and then enjoyed a series
of activities before the summer break including trips to Jungle Falls
Adventure Golf and Jump In Trampoline Park. Upon returning in
September, we were able to return to weekly meetings as well as
joining with other groups from Enfield and Barnet for a trip to
Whipsnade Zoo in October.
Our Juniors also took part in the Juniors International Team Games
competition, competing against others from across the BB world, as
well as the Enfield Battalion Ten Pin Bowling competition.
Our Company and Seniors age groups also met on alternate weeks
and took part in a variety of activities over the summer weeks. In
August it was fantastic to be able to once again hold our Summer
Camp in Norfolk with members of 10th Enfield.
The group returned to weekly meetings in September, also
welcoming along our friends from 1st Enfield. They took part in a
Paintball Event in October, and the Enfield Battalion Quiz and Pizza
Evening and Ten Pin Bowling competition in November. We also had
a visit from our MP, Feryal Clark, as part of UK Parliament Week.
For all age groups we held our Enrolment Service & Awards in
October, and we took part in the Enfield Remembrance Sunday
Parade in November as well as the Enfield Parade of Light in
December. Our 2021 finished with a Christmas party on our final
Monday meeting of the year, which was thoroughly enjoyed by all!
Tom Boorman
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Birthday wishes
Our very best wishes to Sheila Sowa, who
celebrated a special birthday recently. She is
pictured with Pamela Fisher, who visited her
ahead of the day. It was also lovely to see
Sheila, Ian and Mercedes at our service on
Easter Sunday.
Happy birthday Sheila - we hope you had a
fantastic time!

Prayer diary May 2022
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11

Pray for our service this morning and for our friend Evodian
Fonyonga, who is leading it.
Pray for all those who are enjoying the bank holiday today.
Pray for a peaceful and lasting solution to the conflict in Ukraine.
Pray for the Revd Dominic Grant, the new Interim Moderator for
our Pastorate.
Pray for the local elections taking place across the country,
including in Enfield, today.
Pray for the Rainbows as they meet this evening.
Pray for this morning’s Zoom Bible Study Group meeting.
Pray for The Worship Group as they lead our service today.
Pray for all of the BB age groups as they meet this evening.
Pray for God’s forgiveness when we get things wrong.
Pray for all those who work for the emergency services.
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12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

Pray for God’s guidance as we look towards future ministry for
our Pastorate.
Pray for the Brownies as they meet this evening.
Pray for the work of Christian Aid as we get involved in Christian
Aid Week over the coming days.
Pray for the children and young people in our church family.
Pray for the Friendship Club as they meet in the hall this
afternoon.
Pray for the Property Committee and the work they do in
maintaining our buildings.
Give thanks to God for our world and pray that we may take
better care of it.
Pray for anyone you know who is suffering from sickness or ill
health.
Pray for the Guides as they meet this evening.
Pray for the Zoom Bible Study Group as they meet together this
morning.
Pray for the Adventurers as they meet during our service today.
Pray for the BB Annual Awards Evening, taking place in the hall
this evening.
Pray for those who suffer persecution for their faith.
Pray for the businesses in our local area.
Pray for the residents of Conical Corner.
Pray for the Rangers as they meet this evening.
Give thanks to God for his word to us through the Bible.
Pray for our friends from across the North Enfield Group of URCs
as we join together in worship at Bush Hill Park URC today.
Pray for all those who are beginning half term week.
Pray for our families and friends.
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Church diary May 2022
Sunday 1 May
11:15am
Evodian Fonyonga
Holy Communion (offering for the Lancaster Road URC Special
Supper Ministry)
Duty Elder - Philip Taylor
Saturday 7 May
9:30am-10:30am
Zoom Bible Study Group
Please contact Rosemary for joining instructions
Sunday 8 May
The Worship Group
Duty Elder - Pam Mansley

11:15am

Sunday 15 May
11:15am
Terry Silvey
Family Parade Service (Junior Church and Youth Sunday)
Duty Elder - Pamela Fisher
This service will be followed by a light lunch in support of our
Christian Aid Week collection - if you would like to join us please let
Pamela Fisher know by Sunday 8 May
Monday 16 May
Friendship Club
Mission Aviation Fellowship
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2:15pm

Saturday 21 May
9:30am-10:30am
Zoom Bible Study Group
Please contact Rosemary for joining instructions
Sunday 22 May
Martin Wells
Duty Elder - Philip Taylor

11:15am

Monday 23 May
6:30pm-7:30pm
3rd Enfield Boys’ Brigade Annual Awards Evening
Sunday 29 May
10:00am
Christine Hall
United Service for the North Enfield Group of URCs (at Bush Hill
Park URC - no service at Christ Church)
Please note the earlier start time for this service

June 2022 newsletter
The June 2022 edition of the newsletter will be published on Sunday
22 May (a week earlier than normal as there is no service at Christ
Church on Sunday 29 May). Items intended for inclusion in this issue
should be with the Editor by Sunday 15 May. Any late submissions
may be held over to the following issue.
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Regular activities at Christ Church
SUNDAY
11:15am
11:15am

Morning worship (see diary for service details)
Adventurers (children aged 3 upwards)

MONDAY
2:15pm
6:00pm-7:30pm
6:00pm-7:30pm
7:45pm-9:15pm
7:45pm-9:15pm

Friendship Club (once monthly - see diary)
Boys’ Brigade Anchors (boys aged 5 to 8)
Boys’ Brigade Juniors (boys aged 8 to 11)
Boys’ Brigade Company (boys aged 11 to 14)
Boys’ Brigade Seniors (boys aged 14 to 18)

FRIDAY
5:00pm-6:15pm
6:00pm-7:30pm
7:30pm-9:00pm
7:30pm-9:00pm

Rainbows (girls aged 5 to 7)
Brownies (girls aged 7 to 10)
Guides (girls aged 10 to 14)
Rangers (girls aged 14 to 20)

SATURDAY
9:30am-10:30am

Zoom Bible Study Group (as scheduled - see diary)

For details of other special events and activities please see the diary.

Christ Church URC is a part of the North Enfield Group of URCs and the
North West Enfield Group of Churches.
Motto: “Enter to worship, depart to serve.”
Mission statement: Christ Church URC aims to provide through its worship, work, witness
and mission an effective contribution to the spiritual and social welfare of the Church family
and the wider community.
Address: Christ Church URC, Chase Side, Enfield, EN2 6NJ
Please note that views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily the views of the
whole fellowship, nor are they representative of church policy.
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