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Getting in contact 

Interim Moderator 

The Revd Dominic Grant 
 

Secretary & Worship Group 

Rosemary Milns  secretary@ccurc.org.uk 020 8363 6571 
 

Treasurer & Property Committee 

David Fisher   treasurer@ccurc.org.uk 020 8482 4610 
 

Bookings Secretary 

Pamela Mansley  bookings@ccurc.org.uk 07936 798 722 
 

Newsletter & website 

Tom Boorman   newsletter@ccurc.org.uk 07903 605 545 
 

Serving Elders 

Pamela Fisher       07775 505 999 

Sarah Harry       07960 932 477 

Rosemary Milns      020 8363 6571 

Philip Taylor       07714 325 902 
 

Adventurers (Junior Church) 

Rosemary Milns      020 8363 6571 
 

Boys’ Brigade - Anchors 

Sue Bullock   info@3rden5eldbb.co.uk 07961 504 123 
 

Boys’ Brigade - Juniors, Company & Seniors 

Tom Boorman   info@3rden5eldbb.co.uk 07903 605 545 
 

Girlguiding - Rainbows, Brownies, Guides & Rangers 

Vicki Stratton-Stubbs  9then5eld@gmail.com 07968 483 609 
 

Friendship Club 

Sylvia Coombs      020 8363 3543 
 

Website ccurc.org.uk  Facebook @ccurcen5eld Twitter @ccurc 
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Pastoral Letter March 2023 

Sunday 19 March sees Mothering Sunday take place, a time to 

celebrate mothers and motherly 5gures but also of course a di8cult 

time for some. 

 

This month’s letter starts with a task - how many di:erent words can 

you think of that use the letters of the words ‘Mothering Sunday’? 

 

You might have come up with some of these: 

 

Hugs: Many parents can be good at hugs and caring for us when 

we’ve felt hurt, sad or rejected. A hug can tell us how much we are 

loved and accepted, just like God loves and accepts us no matter how 

we’re feeling. 

 

Naughty: Many of you will have had times where you’ve been 

naughty and told o: by a parent! However, good parents will always 

forgive us. Just like this, Jesus came to teach us that, regardless of 

what we’ve done, God always forgives us. 

 

Doing: Parents spend a lot of time ‘doing’ things - washing, cooking, 

cleaning, shopping, driving and so on. Parenting is an important job 

and days like Mothering Sunday are an opportunity to recognise and 

value what they do. Just like this, God is always ‘doing’ for us and we 

should recognise and value that too. 

 

Nurse: Parents sometimes have to take on a nursing role: think back 

to times where you might have missed school and needed lots of 



 

4 | Christ Church URC Newsletter 

care! Parents love and care for us just like God cares for us and holds 

us in his hands. 

 

Shunned: Some will have a di8cult relationship with their parents, 

possibly feeling ignored or rejected. In his ministry Jesus mixed with 

those who felt they did not matter, helping them to know that they 

were accepted by God and of great value to him. What can we do 

today to help the marginalised know that they are special to God? 

 

Hurt: Parenting is not a pain-free process and life is not pain-free. We 

can only imagine the su:ering that Mary felt as Jesus died on the 

cross, but as Easter approaches we can remember that through his 

death and resurrection, Jesus conquered sin and death and has 

opened the way to God for us all. 

 

This Mothering Sunday, let’s give thanks to God for mothers and 

motherly 5gures, and pray for God’s comfort with those for whom it is 

not a happy occasion. 

 

Tom Boorman 

Newsletter Editor, Christ Church URC 

Zoom Bible Study Group 

The next meetings of the Zoom Bible Study Group will take place on 

Saturdays 4 and 18 March from 9:30am. If you are interested in taking 

part please contact Rosemary Milns for joining instructions - everyone 

is very welcome. 
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Lenten o8ering 

If you would like to make a Lenten gift this year, you can do so by 

using a Lenten o:ering envelope or via bank transfer. 

 

Envelopes can be returned to David Fisher (Church Treasurer), or 

alternatively please contact him on 020 8482 4610 or 

treasurer@ccurc.org.uk to obtain the church’s bank details. 

 

Your donations can be Gift Aided - if you are a UK taxpayer, this will 

enable us to claim an additional 25p for every £1 given, at no extra 

cost to you. Please let David know if you are happy for us to do this. 

 

Our Lenten o:ering goes towards supporting the work of Christ 

Church. Thank you for anything you are able to give - we really 

appreciate it.  

News of the fellowship 

We are deeply saddened to report that Lily Smith passed away on 16 

January at the age of 102. Lily and her late husband Ron were active 

members of Christ Church for most of their lives and remained as 

associate members after moving away from En5eld. A tribute to Lily 

can be found on pages 8-10. 

 

A Service of Thanksgiving for the lives of Lily and Ron is to be held on 

Monday 27 March at 2:00pm at Christ Church. All are welcome to 

attend. 
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Annual General Meeting 

The Christ Church Annual General Meeting will be held on Sunday 16 

April at 12:45pm at the back of the church. 

 

Leaders of organisations in the church are asked to send a copy of 

their 2022 annual report to Tom Boorman at 

newsletter@ccurc.org.uk by Sunday 19 March for inclusion in the 

April edition of the newsletter. 

 

The annual church accounts and reports will be presented at the 

meeting. Elections will take place for members of the Property 

Committee as well as representatives on the Thames North Synod and 

the En5eld and East Herts Local Area Group. 

 

If you are prepared to be nominated or wish to nominate someone for 

any of these positions please speak to Rosemary Milns, Church 

Secretary. The consent of an individual must be sought before 

nominating them. 

Whole Life Discipleship 

Whole Life Discipleship Learning Hub Session 1 - Saturday 25 

March at 10:00am  

 

Although we are Christians we spend most of our time away from the 

church and church activities. However, do we look for what God 

might be doing in these other places, whether that is work, school, 
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home or whatever? Are we making the most of the mission 

opportunities that we have in these other places and do we feel 

equipped to do so? This is what whole-life discipleship considers. 

 

At the Church Meeting in January it was agreed that Christ Church 

should join the Learning Hubs being run by the Revd Eddie Boon, in 

conjunction with the London Institute for Contemporary Christianity 

(LICC) , to 5nd out more about the creation and the sustaining of 

whole-life disciple-making communities. Three sessions are being 

held in 2023 and the aim of them is to help us become convinced that 

whole-life discipleship is the missing piece of church life and to 

commence the journey to cultivate a whole-life disciple-making 

culture at the heart of the church. 

 

We are looking for people to join the group which will be 

representing Christ Church at these session. If you are interested in 

being part of this, please speak to Rosemary. 

 

The venue for session 1 will be St John’s URC, Somerset Road, New 

Barnet, EN5 1RH. There is unrestricted on-street parking around the 

church and good public transport links by underground or 

overground. 

  

The theme for the session is ‘Casting a Vision for Whole-Life 

Discipleship’. Refreshments will be provided on the day. 

  

Other sessions in 2023 will take place on Saturday 10 June (‘Whole-

Life Worship’) and Saturday 30 September (‘Small Groups & 

Intentional Relationships’). Venues will be announced. 
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Goodbye good and faithful servant 

A tribute to Lily Smith 

9 October 1920 - 16 January 2023 

 

Lily Smith was one of the most kind 

and caring people that I have met.  

She and her late husband, Ron, truly 

lived out their Christian faith. I 

remember the notes of 

encouragement she would write to 

anyone who was feeling a bit down  

or was going through a di8cult time. She was interested in everyone 

and ever ready with practical help, such as the o:er of a meal or a lift 

to an event.  

 

I am grateful to Lily’s and Ron’s children, Malcolm, Peter and Rosie for 

allowing me to use extracts from the tributes which they gave at Lily’s 

funeral so as to provide some further background regarding Lily’s life. 

 

Lily was born in Canada, the eldest daughter of Lilian and Arthur 

Noble, who had emigrated to Canada just after the First World War. 

Her 5rst home was a log cabin built by her father, in Northern 

Saskatchewan. She always said this made her tough! 

 

The family returned to En5eld when Lily was just two years old. She 

grew up as the eldest of 5ve children in a happy home, although with 

only limited money to go around. In her teenage years, Lily decided to 

follow Jesus. Her commitment to Jesus shaped her life. 
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It was in nursing at Chase Farm Hospital that Lily found her vocation, 

where Ron was working in the lab. Later, she decided to join the Christ 

Church Choral Society (now En5eld Choral Society), and to her 

surprise, found Ron had just joined too - the start of their romance! 

 

Lily’s time nursing at Chase Farm Hospital was life-changing for her. 

She was a Ward Sister during the Second World War. She always 

thought of herself primarily as a nurse, even in later years. Medical 

discussions between Lily and Ron over the meal table were 

commonplace and part of life at home. 

 

Lily was also a dressmaker and made Rosie’s wedding dress. She was 

very practical, and a great organiser, making long lists using waste 

computer paper from Ron’s lab. 

 

Lily, like Ron, loved playing board games, especially Scrabble. She 

could be very competitive, and Malcolm recalls her beating him when 

she was in her late 90s! 

 

Lily was an active member of Christ Church for most of her life. As well 

as being an Elder she was the leader of the Friendship Club for many 

years and, with Ron, a mainstay of the choir. Indeed, Lily and Ron were 

fully involved in most aspect of church life over the years and showed 

a loving and caring attitude in all that they did. 

 

In 2013 Lily and Ron moved to Towcester in Northamptonshire to be 

nearer to Rosie, but remained associate members of Christ Church. In 

recent years they went to live in a residential care home. Ron passed 

away in April 2020. 
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Ron and Lily were an amazing couple and their love and support for 

each other was clearly apparent. It is good therefore that they are 

reunited. I have no doubt that they are now with our loving Father in 

heaven and free from the limitations of old age and the cares and 

worries of this life. They helped to make the world a better place and I 

am glad to have known them. 

 

Rosemary Milns 

 

Boys’ Brigade Parade Service 

Our service on Sunday 26 March will be a Boys’ Brigade En5eld 

Battalion Parade Service led by the Revd Martin Legg, Chaplain of 

En5eld Battalion. Please note that this service will start half an hour 

earlier than normal, at 10:45am. 

 

There will be a parade in the local area before the service - exact 

details will be con5rmed. It is anticipated that over 100 BB young 

people and leaders will join us for this special occasion. 

 

Friendship Club update 

Friendship Club goes to Bulgaria! 

 

John Wallington and Anne Johnson took us, via a superb illustrated 

talk, to this most interesting but little known country, Bulgaria. 
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We Oew to the capital So5a, where we were shown in detail the very 

ornate and impressive cathedral, before making a circular tour of the 

country around the mountains via cable car to near the skiing centre 

at Borovits - only there was no snow at this time of year. 

 

Instead we were treated to the sight of many hundreds of spectacular, 

and many very rare wild Oowers including orchids in all beautiful 

colours, and the mountain scenery was breathtaking. A special treat 

was seeing a branch with many swallow tailed butterOies, and 

interesting strange looking insects. John told us that tractors were not 

used for farming, but horses instead. The Valley of Roses is a large area 

of beautiful fragrant Oowering roses, their petals being used for 

making perfume. Di:erent monasteries were visited and we saw a 

very impressive exhibition of icons. 

 

We had a glimpse into some of the old world cobbled streets and 

villages with overhanging balconies before witnessing celebrations in 

the street of dancing in brightly coloured national costume, rather like 

our Morris dancing. 

 

Thank you to John and Anne for transporting us to ’another world’ for 

the afternoon. We came down to earth again around our table for tea, 

cake and conversation. 

  

Our next meeting is on Monday 20 March at 2:15pm in the hall and all 

are welcome. We shall hear more about the amazing work of Mission 

Aviation Fellowship. 

 

Margaret 
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Worship at Christ Church 

Check out a recap of worship at Christ Church over the last few weeks. 

 

22 January 

Stephen Gilburt led this service, where we heard the Parable of the 

Sower in Luke 8:4-15 and Jesus speaking to would-be followers in 

Luke 9:57-62. Themed around The Pilgrim’s Progress by John Bunyan, 

Stephen reminded us that, although we may have doubts, by 

remembering God’s message of love and assurance we will be given 

the strength to persevere. You can read the basis of Stephen’s talk on 

pages 18-24 of the February 2023 newsletter. 

 

29 January - United Service at Bush Hill Park 

On 29 January we joined with friends from the North En5eld Group for 

a United Service at Bush Hill Park URC, which was led by the Revd 

Dominic Grant, our Interim Moderator. Hearing the beginning of the 

URC 50th anniversary 

The URC’s 50th Anniversary Service of Thanksgiving and Celebration 

will take place on Saturday 15 April at 2:30pm at Methodist Central 

Hall in Westminster. On the same day, from 10:00am to 12:00pm, 

United Reformed Church House at 86 Tavistock Place, WC1H 9RT, will 

be open with dozens of activities and crafts related to the 

celebrations. 

 

For more details or to book visit bit.ly/urc50 or email 50@urc.org.uk 
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Sermon of the Mount in Matthew 5:1-12, we thought about what it 

means to be blessed - to be counted among the people to whom God 

draws close. We were challenged to consider what this means for us 

and how we can draw close to those in our communities who are 

su:ering and in need, thereby 5nding God in these places. 

 

5 February - Holy Communion 

This service was led by Pam Mansley, where we heard the words of 

Psalm 112:1-9 as well as the words about salt and light and teaching 

about the law in Matthew 5:13-20. We explored some of the numbers 

and statistics in the Bible, as well as the instances where God used one 

person or small items to make big things happen - a reminder that we 

are not alone and can do likewise if we are willing to be used by God. 

 

12 February - Guides Thinking Day 

This Family Parade Service was led by members of our Girlguiding 

groups. Linking to this year’s World Thinking Day theme of “Our 

World, Our Peaceful Future” and hearing the words of Genesis 6:5-22 

and Romans 12:1-21, Sarah Harry reminded us about the 

responsibility we have to look after God’s creation and challenged us 

to think about changes we can make to help make a di:erence. 

 

19 February 

This service was led by The Worship Group, as we heard the words of 

2 Peter 1:1-11 and thought about who we are as Christians. We were 

reminded about what God wants for us, his people: to provide us with 

everything we need to be his faithful, fruitful disciples, for us to be 

5lled with the Holy Spirit, for us to be willing to work with him in his 

service, and for us to be a part of his eternal kingdom.  
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Boys’ Brigade update 

On Saturday 21 January we held our 

annual Quiz Night. It was fantastic  

to see the hall full with around 90 

people present and we are  

delighted to report that around 

£1,060 was raised, which will go 

towards supporting our work with children and young people. Thank 

you to everyone who supported the event. 

 

That same weekend, three of our 

members spend a weekend at  

Felden Lodge (BB Headquarters) 

taking part in courses for their  

Queen’s Badges. Well done to Josef, 

Stephen and Michael and our best 

wishes as they work towards achieving the BB’s highest award. 

 

On Saturday 28 January a small team from our 

Juniors took part in the En5eld Battalion 

Swimming Gala, putting in a fantastic e:ort to 

come sixth in their age group. Well done boys! 

 

Over the space of a couple of Monday  

evenings, our younger boys got into a ‘BB Around the World’ themed 

programme where they thought about some of the other countries 

that have BB, some of the similarities and di:erences as well as time to 

get creative. They also took part in the Juniors International  
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Team Games which is open to teams 

from across the BB world. We’ll share 

how we got on later in the year! 

 

Our older lads got back into the  

‘Your Future’ programme, which  

aims to help raise the aspirations of  

young people in the BB. They took 

part in a ‘Life is Like a Box of 

Chocolates’ activity, thinking about 

the skills needed to make informed 

decisions about their future through 

the medium of chocolate. 

 

On Saturday 4 February our Anchors 

and Juniors joined with 100+ 

members of En5eld Battalion for an 

Activity Afternoon at 1st En5eld HQ 

(Lancaster Road URC) which  

included crafts, games and the 

opportunity to learn about and meet some fantastic birds of prey. 

 

Most recently, all of our age groups 

got into Shrove Tuesday and the  

start of Lent with some pancake-

themed relays and of course the 

chance to eat some pancakes! 

 

Tom 
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When Jesus Rode a Donkey 

A hymn for Palm Sunday – Matthew 21:1-11, Mark 11:1-11, Luke 

19:28-40, John 12:12-16 

 

1.  When Jesus rode a donkey 

   into Jerusalem 

the people tore down branches 

   to strew along his way; 

when he came to the city, 

   that holy place for Jews, 

they chanted and sang praises 

   and blessed the name of God. 

 

2.  When Jesus rode a donkey 

   they praised him as their Lord 

and hoped that he would save them 

   from hated foreign rule; 

may we now also praise him 

   who came to save us all 

and let him always guide us 

   in what we say and do. 

 

Stephen Gilburt 

 

Metre 7676D iambic 

 

Tunes Aurelia (RS 566 The Church’s One Foundation) 

 Penlan (RS 590 In Heavenly Love Abiding) 
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As We Come to His Table 

A communion hymn – 1 Corinthians 11:23-25 

An image of The Last Supper by Leonardo can be found on page 23. 

 

1.  As we come to his table 

   to eat and drink with friends, 

may we here now remember 

   his sacri5ce for all, 

his body broken for us 

   and blood shed for our sins, 

his life so freely given 

   that all may share his grace. 

 

2.  May we resolve to follow 

   his guidance for us all 

and to remember always 

   his life and sacri5ce, 

so that we may tell others 

   of what he did for us 

and they may come to know him 

   as their true living Lord. 

 

Stephen Gilburt 

 

Metre 7676D iambic 

 

Tunes Aurelia (RS 566 The Church’s One Foundation) 

 Penlan (RS 590 In Heavenly Love Abiding) 
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All People All Places 

Despite not having been able to run their Winter Night Shelter as they 

have done in previous years, All People All Places (APAP) has put up 

several homeless people in a hotel since the beginning of the year. 

 

They are now concentrating on their Day Centre, which runs three 

days a week and enables many more folk to have breakfast, a warm, 

comfortable and safe space to rest and charge their phones, and a 

welcome hot drink. On Wednesdays a hot meal is provided and they 

hope to extend this to the other days if they have enough volunteers. 

Alongside this, they continue to provide casework, advocacy, advice 

and referral to rough sleepers, and preventative work to a wider set of 

clients with imminent housing crises. They also work in partnership 

with a wide range of agencies, the council and immigration support. 

 

See the page to the right details of a Quiz Night at Arm5eld Road Hall 

on Saturday 25 March to raise funds to support APAP’s work. 

Foodbank collection point 

There is a Foodbank collection point at the back of the church, with 

donations gratefully received to provide emergency food and other 

items for local people in crisis. Items that can be donated include non-

perishable, non-meat products, pasta, tins (beans/soup/fruit/

vegetables etc), tea, co:ee, jam, long life milk/juice, squash, nappies, 

cleaning products, toiletries (toilet roll, shampoo, toothpaste/brushes) 

and carrier bags. 
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Prayer diary March 2023 

1 St David’s Day: Pray for Wales and Welsh friends. 

2 Pray for Christ Church and its place in our local community. 

3 Pray for the Rainbows as they meet this evening. 

4 Pray for the Zoom Bible Study Group as they meet this morning. 

5 Pray for our friend Ola Lawal as she leads our service today. 

6 Pray for the Anchors and Juniors as they meet this evening. 

7 Pray for all those a:ected by the earthquake in Turkey and Syria. 

8 Pray for the other churches in our Local Area Group. 

9 Pray for those who su:er persecution for their faith. 

10 Pray for the Brownies as they meet this evening. 

11 Pray for the residents of Horseshoe Lane. 

12 Pray for our friends from Lancaster Road URC as we join with 

them to celebrate their Church Anniversary today. 

13 Pray for the BB Company and Seniors as they meet this evening. 

14 Pray for all those who work at Chase Farm Hospital. 

15 Pray for the Revd Dominic Grant, our Interim Moderator. 

16 Pray for anyone you know who is unwell at this time. 

17 St Patrick’s Day: Pray for Irish friends. 

18 Pray for the Zoom Bible Study Group as they meet this morning. 

19 Mothering Sunday: Give thanks for mothers and motherly 

5gures. 

20 Pray for the Friendship Club as they meet this afternoon. 

21 Pray for our government. 

22 Pray for those involved in the process of seeking a new minister. 

23 Pray for the work of the North En5eld Foodbank. 

24 Pray for the Guides as they meet this evening. 

25 Pray for those who are seeking employment at this time. 



 

No. 799 - March 2023 | 21 

Church diary March 2023 

Saturday 4 March     9:30am-10:30am 

Zoom Bible Study Group 

Please contact Rosemary for joining instructions  

 

Sunday 5 March     11:15am 

Ola Lawal 

Holy Communion (o8ering for the Communion Fund) 

Duty Elders - Sarah Harry & Pamela Fisher 

 

Sunday 12 March     11:15am 

Anna Erikson 

United Service at Lancaster Road URC to celebrate their Church 

Anniversary (no service at Christ Church) 

 

Saturday 18 March     9:30am-10:30am 

Zoom Bible Study Group 

Please contact Rosemary for joining instructions 

26 Pray for this morning’s Boys’ Brigade En5eld Battalion Parade 

Service, which is taking place at Christ Church. 

27 Give thanks for the lives of Lily and Ron Smith as their Service of 

Thanksgiving takes place today. 

28 Pray for peace in areas of the world where there is conOict. 

29 Pray for our Elders. 

30 Pray for businesses in our local area. 

31 Pray for the Rangers as they meet this evening. 
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Church diary April 2023 

Saturday 1 April     9:30am-10:30am 

Zoom Bible Study Group 

Please contact Rosemary for joining instructions  

 

Sunday 2 April     11:15am 

Martin Wells 

Palm Sunday and Holy Communion (o8ering for the Communion 

Fund) 

Duty Elder - To be conErmed 

Sunday 19 March     11:15am 

The Worship Group 

Family Parade Service (Mothering Sunday) 

Duty Elder - Pam Mansley 

 

Monday 20 March     2:15pm 

Friendship Club 

Mission Aviation Fellowship - Alan Goldring (please bring any 

unwanted postcards to donate) 

 

Sunday 26 March     10:45am 

The Revd Martin Legg 

Boys’ Brigade EnEeld Battalion Parade Service 

Duty Elder - Sarah Harry 

Please note the earlier start time for this service 
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April 2023 newsletter 

The April 2023 edition of the newsletter will be published on Sunday 

26 March. Items intended for inclusion in this issue should be with 

the Editor by Sunday 19 March. Any late submissions may be held 

over to the following issue. 

 

By our reckoning this will be our 800th issue, spanning a period of just 

over 75 years since Christ Church began publishing a monthly 

newsletter in November 1947! 

The Last Supper by Leonardo da Vinci, Milan. Public Domain image. 

A communion hymn written by Stephen Gilburt, called As We Come 

to His Table, can be found on page 17. 
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Christ Church URC is a part of the North EnEeld Group of URCs and the 

North West EnEeld Group of Churches. 
 

Motto: “Enter to worship, depart to serve.” 
 

Mission statement: Christ Church URC aims to provide through its worship, work, witness 

and mission an e:ective contribution to the spiritual and social welfare of the Church family 

and the wider community. 
 

Address: Christ Church URC, Chase Side, En5eld, EN2 6NJ 
 

Please note that views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily the views of the 

whole fellowship, nor are they representative of church policy.  
 

Cover image by Yoksel Zok on Unsplash 

Regular activities at Christ Church 

SUNDAY 

11:15am   Morning worship (see diary for service details) 

11:15am   Adventurers (children aged 3 upwards) 
 

MONDAY 

2:15pm    Friendship Club (once monthly - see diary) 

6:00pm-7:30pm  Boys’ Brigade Anchors (boys aged 5 to 8) 

6:00pm-7:30pm  Boys’ Brigade Juniors (boys aged 8 to 11) 

7:45pm-9:15pm  Boys’ Brigade Company (boys aged 11 to 14)  

7:45pm-9:15pm  Boys’ Brigade Seniors (boys aged 14 to 18) 
 

FRIDAY 

5:00pm-6:15pm  Rainbows (girls aged 5 to 7) 

6:00pm-7:30pm  Brownies (girls aged 7 to 10) 

7:30pm-9:00pm  Guides (girls aged 10 to 14) 

7:30pm-9:00pm  Rangers (girls aged 14 to 20) 
 

SATURDAY 

9:30am-10:30am  Zoom Bible Study Group (as scheduled - see diary) 
 

For details of other special events and activities please see the diary. 


