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Getting in contact 

Minister 
Revd Mark Meatcher      020 8374 0509 
 
Secretary 
Rosemary Milns      020 8363 6571 
 
Treasurer & Property Committee 
David Fisher       020 8482 4610 
 
Bookings Secretary 
Pamela Mansley      07936 798 722 
 
Newsletter & website 
Tom Boorman      07903 605 545 
 
Serving Elders 
Tom Boorman      07903 605 545 
Pamela Fisher      07775 505 999 
Stephen Gilburt      020 8363 0031 
Rosemary Milns      020 8363 6571 
 
Youth organisations 
Boys’ Brigade - Anchors 
Sue Bullock       07961 504 123 
 

Boys’ Brigade - Juniors, Company Section & Seniors 
Tom Boorman      07903 605 545 
 

Girlguiding - Rainbows, Brownies, Guides & Rangers 
Vicki Stratton-Stubbs      07968 483 609 
 

Adventurers (Junior Church) 
Rosemary Milns      020 8363 6571 
 
Other activities 
Friendship Club 
Sylvia Coombs      020 8363 3543 
 

Worship Group 
Rosemary Milns      020 8363 6571 
 
Website www.ccurc.org.uk  Facebook @ccurcenfield 
Email  mail@ccurc.org.uk  Twitter @ccurc 
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Pastoral Letter February 2020 

New ways 
He told them this parable: ‘No one tears a piece out of a new 
garment to patch an old one. Otherwise, they will have torn 
the new garment, and the patch from the new will not match 
the old. And no one pours new wine into old wineskins. 
Otherwise, the new wine will burst the skins; the wine will run 
out and the wineskins will be ruined. No, new wine must be 
poured into new wineskins. And no one after drinking old 
wine wants the new, for they say, “The old is better.”’ (Luke 
5:36-39) 
 
When people start talking about new things and change how 
do you react? 
 
Recently reading a couple of commentaries on the above 
passage it was noted that the last verse “The old is better”, 
does not appear where the story is told in the other gospels 
where it appears. 
 
Why does Luke include it then? 
 
Was there something about the past or past patterns of 
behaviour that Luke was trying to say to the people he was 
writing to that actually were not better? Was he trying to 
convince them that the new way, the way of the gospel of 
Jesus Christ, was better, different in so many ways and worthy 
of exploring? 
 
William Barclay comments that “The whole passage is Jesus’ 
condemnation of the shut mind and a plea that new ideas 
should not be rejected.” 
 
Challenge to do new things, look at things in a different way, is 
always hard to do - especially when you have been doing 
things the same way for a long time and have learnt many  
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behaviour styles from your childhood, and kept to them. 
The way we deal with people, the environment, the church, 
work, is all now a product for most of us, of many years 
training, behaviour patterns that we have developed. 
 
So should we change those patterns when asked to try 
something new? 
 
Tom Wright, commenting on the above passage observes: 
“People sometimes use this passage to justify every bright 
idea and to mock every tradition, but that’s not the idea. Jesus 
is doing a new thing; this new thing still forms the basis of 
Christianity today. The real challenge of this passage is to see 
where in the world - and, of course, in the church too - people 
are living today as though the old age was still the norm, as 
though the new life of the gospel had never burst in upon us. 
The task then is to live out the new life, the new energy, which 
was at the heart of Jesus’ teaching and work.” 
 
Plenty there for us to consider as we pass through the new 
year... 
 
Your ministers, 
 
Mark and Melanie 

Christmas greetings 

Christmas messages were received from a number of friends 
of Christ Church who have moved away from Enfield including 
Revd David Atkinson, Revd Roy and Joy Martin, Revd Chris and 
Rob Willis, Betty Andrews and her daughters Rosalind and 
Debra, John Badger, Geoff and Evelyn Bailey, Ken and Mary 
Basham, Trevor and Sandra Blackmore, Norman and Jean 
Griggs, Susan Jenkinson, Seguna Pratt (widow of Revd Joe 
Pratt), Valerie Souza-Lewis (daughter of Stan and Ena Little), 
and Ron and Lily Smith and their daughter Rosie. 
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 Friendship Club programme 

The Friendship Club meets in the Christ Church Hall usually on 
the third Monday of each month at 2:15pm for friendship, 

fellowship and cups of tea! 
 

The next meetings are as follows: 
 

Monday 17th February 
Iceland - John Wallington and Anne Johnson 

 
Monday 16th March 

Ghosts of Enfield - Joe Studman 
 

Monday 20th April 
Prized Possessions - bring your own small prized 

possession to show us and tell us about it 
(including short AGM) 

 
Everyone is very welcome to these friendly meetings. 

 
For more information please contact  

Sylvia Coombs on 020 8363 3543. 

New members 

Congratulations to Derrick, Grace 
and Ali, who were welcomed into 
membership of the church at our 
service on Sunday 5th January. 
 
We congratulate them and ask for 
your prayers as they begin the 
next steps of their journeys with 
Christ. 
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Eco Tip 

Following hearing him speak at Greenbelt last year we finally 
got round to buying Mike Berners-Lee’s book “There is no 
Planet B: A Handbook for the Make or Break Years”, and can 
do no better this month than recommend that you get your 
own copy. 
 
It is full of fascinating insights as to the issues facing humanity 
today. Here’s a few quotes to get you started: 
 
“When you go shopping, what you buy is not just the product 
itself but also a whole set of implications for everyone who 
was involved in producing it.” 
 
“Inequality is the main reason why anyone today does not 
have access to a healthy diet.” 
 
“The elimination of household and catering waste in just 
Europe and the Americas alone would add 10% to the world 
food supply.” 
 
The book is full of short statements, facts and figures about 
food, climate and the environment, travel and transport, 
business and technology and the like - all presented in an easy 
to read style. 
 
So, without filling this newsletter with many more tips: 
“We all need to push our money into the supply chains that we 
want to see thriving. Ask where, ultimately, will the money you 
spend end up? Who will get richer, and what will they in turn 
invest in?” 
 
Whilst that might not sound like an eco tip in the first place 
one of the things that Mike Berners-Lee is very clear on is that 
a lot of issues facing us are inter-related - there is no one 
solution, we have to work on things together! 
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What Would You Have Done? 

I wrote this poem for the Carols and Poems by Candlelight on 
19th December to help us to think about what we would have 
done if we had been there at the first Christmas and how 
many of the issues with which Mary and Joseph were 
confronted are still relevant in our world today. 
 
 
If you had been there 
 when Mary was pregnant, 
 would you have supported her? 
 
If you had been there 
 when Mary and Joseph came to Bethlehem, 
 would you have given them a room? 
 
If you had been there 
 when Jesus was born, 
 would you have brought a gift? 
 
If you had been there 
 when Herod killed the children, 
 would you have tried to save them? 
 
If you had been there 
 when Mary and Joseph fled to Egypt, 
 would you have given them assistance? 
 
Or would you just have looked away? 
 
 
Stephen Gilburt 
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Christmas at Christ Church 

Christ Church held a number of services and took part in 
events in the wider community over the Christmas period as 
we once again celebrated the birth of Jesus Christ. 
 
Christmas Bazaar 
At the end of November we held 
our Christmas Bazaar, with a 
number of stalls including items 
to buy and games, as well as 
lunches and refreshments. 
 
We are pleased to report that a 
total of £350 was raised from the event. 
 
Advent Sunday 
The following day we begun the season of Advent with a 
service led by Jill Nugent, who spoke on the theme of “Waiting 
for Jesus”. 
 
Later that day the Enfield Christmas Parade of Light took 
place. The parade, in its ninth year, passed Christ Church and 
we opened the church and provided refreshments outside to 
those who were watching in the area. 
 
Enfield Community Orchestra 
Enfield Community Orchestra, which rehearses at Christ 
Church on Thursday evenings, put on a fantastic Winter 
Concert on the evening of Thursday 5th December. The 
concert included music from Harry Potter, Phantom of the 
Opera, Schubert’s Unfinished Symphony as well as a selection 
of festive favourites! 
 
Christmas breakfast 
Saturday 7th December saw the Breakfast Bible Study Group 
head up Chase Side to 171 Retro for a special Christmas 
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breakfast. The food was delicious and we thank 171 Retro for 
their hospitality! 
 
Christmas Nativity 
On Sunday 8th December our 
Christmas Nativity took place, 
with members of our 
congregation and youth 
organisations coming together to 
act out and retell the story of 
Christ’s birth at that first 
Christmas. 
 
During the service donations of food 
were made which were given to the 
North Enfield Foodbank, with a total 
of 53kg of items being donated. 
 
Girlguiding Final Festive Friday 
On Friday 13th December the 
Girlguiding groups at the 9th Enfield 
held their “Final Festive Friday”, which 
saw the girls put on a series of 
performances and the presentation 
of various awards. Well done to all 
who took part! 
 
Doubts, despair and Good News 
With five Sundays in December it was lovely to welcome John 
Stynes to lead our worship on Sunday 15th December. John 
spoke on the theme of “Doubts, despair and Good News”, 
looking at how we may all have doubts in our lives but can 
always look to the Good News of Christ. 
 
A Cracking Christmas 
On Monday 16th December the Friendship Club held their 
monthly meeting, which included a Christmas programme and 
a bring and share tea which was enjoyed by all. 
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Carols & Poems by Candlelight 
In a first for Christ Church, we held a special Carols & Poems 
by Candlelight service on Thursday 19th December. With the 
church illuminated by candlelight (and heaters!), Mark led us 
in worship with contributions from a range of local poets and 
music provided by Christine on the organ as well as the 
members of Enfield Community Orchestra. 
 
Service of Lessons and Carols 
The following Sunday Mark led 
our Service of Lessons and Carols, 
which included some favourite 
Christmas carols and Bible 
readings to again remind us of 
the events of that first Christmas. 
 
Following the service we held a 
Christmas lunch in the hall, with 
food provided by Gillian’s 
Catering Services. Our thanks to 
them for a wonderful meal once 
again! 
 
Beer & Carols 
The next day members of the 
various Enfield URCs collectively 
descended on the Little Green 
Dragon Ale House in Winchmore 
Hill for not one, but two sessions 
of Beer & Carols. 
 
There was a packed out building 
for an evening of singing, drinking 
and festive cheer! 
 
Celebrating the birth of Christ 
For the first time since 2000 
Christ Church held its own 
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Christmas Eve Midnight Communion service. This time of 
worship was led by Mark and again saw the church lit by 
candlelight as we reflected on the meaning of Christmas, 
shared communion together and welcomed in Christmas Day. 
 
On Christmas Day itself (photos at the top of this page) we 
once again joined with our friends from Lancaster Road URC 
for a united service at their church. 
 
The service was led by Mark and gave us another chance to 
think about that central event in history whilst worshipping 
together with people of all ages present. 
 
Finishing the year in worship together 
On Sunday 29th December our final service of the year took 
place, with friends from Bush Hill Park and Lancaster Road 
URCs coming to Christ Church for our Breakfast Service. 
 
As well as enjoying some food and drink Mark led us in a time 
of united worship, thinking about grace, trust and looking out 
into the world around us. 
 
Thank you 
It was a very busy Christmas period and these events, as well 
as everything else we do throughout the year, wouldn’t be 
possible without the groups of dedicated volunteers that put 
in a lot of effort to make them happen. A massive thank you to 
them all for everything that they do! 
 

Photos by Tom Boorman (1, 3, 5-8), Stephen Gilburt (2, 4) 



 

14 | Christ Church URC Newsletter 

Boys’ Brigade update 

At the beginning of December we 
were part of a group of around 50 
young people from across Enfield 
who came together for a trip to 
KidzBiz in Palmers Green and to 
take part in the Enfield Christmas 
Parade of Light. 
 
The young people had time in the 
soft play area at KidzBiz followed 
by lunch from McDonald’s, and 
following that we made our way 
to Enfield Town to take part in the 
parade. Our float was led by the 
10th Enfield’s minibus which had 
been decorated for Christmas and the young people had 
Santa hats, glowsticks and battery powered lights. We also had 
the BB’s giant inflatable balloon, so we definitely stood out! 
 
On Monday 9th December we 
held our Christmas Party! The 
Anchors and Juniors met together 
and enjoyed an evening of party 
games, pizza and drink. The 
Company Section and Seniors 
also had some party games as 
well as Xbox, table tennis, pool, 
table games, pizza and drink. 
 
We started back for the new term 
on Monday 6th January. Over the 
last few weeks the boys have 
taken part in a varied programme 
of activities and games. For the 
Anchors and Juniors this has involved using new BB 
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 programme material, with the programme centred around six 
activity areas: Get Active, Get Adventurous, Get Creative, Get 
Into the Bible, Get Involved and Get Learning. 
 
On Saturday 18th January we 
took part in the North London 
Swimming Gala at Southgate 
Leisure Centre. The event 
included team competitions for 
Juniors (9 to 11), Company (12 to 
13), Intermediate (14 to 15) and 
Senior (16 to 18). We had boys in 
the Juniors and Intermediate age groups, where we came fifth 
and second respectively. Congratulations to Nathan who won 
the 1 length breaststroke race in the Juniors age group! 
 
We’ve recently launched a quarterly news sheet, The Third 
Person, to round up what we’ve been up to over the past three 
months. Pick up one in the church or read it on our website. 
 
Tom Boorman 
 

Photos by Tom Boorman 
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Exploring Holy Habits 

Please see the page to the left for details of this event which is 
being hosted at Palmers Green URC on Saturday 1st February. 
 
Please note that the Breakfast Bible Study Group, which would 
ordinarily have met that morning, will not be doing so. The 
group’s only meeting this month is on 15th February. 

A Thought for the Month 

"There seemed to be so many things about which people were 
fighting. If Christians, Hindus or Jews are really our enemies, 
as so many say, why are we Muslims fighting with each other? 
Our people have become misguided. They think their greatest 
concern is defending Islam and are being led astray by those 
like the Taliban who deliberately misinterpret the Quran. We 
should focus on practical issues. We have so many people in 
our country who are illiterate. And many women have no 
education at all. We live in a place where schools are blown 
up. We have no reliable electricity supply. Not a single day 
passes without the killing of at least one Pakistani" (from "I am 
Malala” by Malala Yousafzai with Christina Lamb). 
 
Malala published her first book in 2013 - how much has 
changed for her community, and how much change has there 
been when it comes to the education of girls/women in our 
world? 

World Day of Prayer 2020 

A service for the World Day of Prayer 2020 will take place on 
Friday 6th March at 10:30am at Enfield Baptist Church, Cecil 
Road, Enfield, EN2 6TG. The service will focus on Zimbabwe 
with the theme “Rise! Take Your Mat and Walk”. 
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Prayer diary February 2020 

1st - Pray for the Exploring Holy Habits event at Palmers 
Green URC this morning. 
2nd - Pray for our time of worship together this morning. 
3rd - Pray for the Anchors as they meet in the hall this 
evening. 
4th - Pray for the government. 
5th - Pray for all those who work at Chase Farm Hospital. 
6th - Pray for the local community around Christ Church. 
7th - Pray for the Rainbows as they meet in the hall this 
evening. 
8th - Pray for the homeless. 
9th - Pray for the Adventurers as they meet during the service 
this morning. 
10th - Pray for the Juniors as they meet in the hall this 
evening. 
11th - Pray for the residents of Parsonage Gardens. 
12th - Pray for the external groups that use our church 
premises. 
13th - Pray for those who face struggles in their faith. 
14th - Pray for the Brownies as they meet this evening. 
15th - Pray for today’s Breakfast Bible Study Group meeting 
and the Lunchtime @ Christ Church following it. 
16th - Pray for this morning’s Family Parade Service. 
17th - Pray for the Friendship Club as the group meets in the 
hall this afternoon. 
18th - Pray for those who are enjoying the half term break this 
week. 
19th - Pray for the elders and for their leadership at Christ 
Church. 
20th - Pray for anyone you know who is suffering from 
sickness or ill health. 
21st - Pray for our friends from the other United Reformed 
Churches in Enfield. 
22nd - Give thanks to God for his grace and love for each one 
of us. 
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March 2020 newsletter 

The March 2020 newsletter will be published on Sunday 23rd 
February. Items intended for inclusion in this issue should be 
with the Editor, Tom Boorman, by Sunday 16th February. Any 
late submissions may be held over to the following issue. 
 
Please contact Tom with any items to be included in future 
issues. Items can be received either in paper form at Sunday 
worship, by email to mail@ccurc.org.uk or by phone on 
07903 605 545. 
 
The newsletter is published monthly (except for combined 
issues in July & August and December & January). Back issues 
dating back to 2007 can be found on our website. Please note 
that views expressed are not necessarily the views of the 
whole fellowship, nor are they representative of church policy.  

23rd - Pray for Melanie as she leads our time of worship this 
morning. 
24th - Pray for the Company Section and Seniors as they meet 
in the hall this evening. 
25th - Pray for the Stepwise Pancakes event taking place this 
evening. 
26th - Pray for your own faith and seek God’s will at the 
beginning of this Lent period. 
27th - Pray for the work of Christian charities around the 
world. 
28th - Pray for the Guides and Rangers as they meet this 
evening. 
29th - Pray for Mark, our minister, celebrating a birthday on 
the correct date today! 
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Church diary February 2020 

Sunday 2nd February    11:15am 
Revd Mark Meatcher 
Holy Communion (offering for Shanthigramam) 
Duty Elder - Pamela Fisher 
 
Sunday 9th February    11:15am 
Adrian West 
Duty Elder - Tom Boorman 
 
Saturday 15th February    9:00am to 10:30am 
Breakfast Bible Study Group 
 
Saturday 15th February    10:30am 
Elders Meeting 
 
Saturday 15th February    11:00am to 2:00pm 
Lunchtime @ Christ Church (see page 6) 
 
Sunday 16th February    11:15am 
Revd Mark Meatcher 
Family Parade Service (Guides Thinking Day) 
Duty Elder - Rosemary Milns 
 
Monday 17th February    2:15pm 
Friendship Club 
Iceland - John Wallington and Anne Johnson 
 
Sunday 23rd February    11:15am 
Revd Melanie Smith 
Duty Elder - Stephen Gilburt 
 
Tuesday 25th February    7:30pm 
Stepwise Pancakes (at the Manse - see page 19) 
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Church diary March 2020 

Sunday 1st March    11:15am 
Revd Mark Meatcher 
Holy Communion (offering for the Communion Fund) 
Duty Elder - Pamela Fisher 
 
Sunday 1st March    12:30pm 
Church Meeting 
 
Saturday 7th March    9:00am to 10:30am 
Breakfast Bible Study Group 
 
Sunday 8th March    11:15am 
Revd Mark Meatcher 
United Service at Lancaster Road URC to celebrate their 
Church Anniversary (no service at Christ Church) 
 

Events in April 

Keep an eye out for details of events happening in the church 
in April, which will appear in the next newsletter and on the 
church noticeboards. 
 
This will include a Spring Concert by Enfield Community 
Orchestra on the evening of Thursday 2nd April, and a 
programme of events for Holy Week beginning on Palm 
Sunday (5th April) through to Easter Sunday (12th April). 
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Christ Church URC is a part of the North Enfield Group of URCs 
and the North West Enfield Group of Churches. 

 

Motto: “Enter to worship, depart to serve.” 
 

Mission statement: Christ Church URC aims to provide through its 
worship, work, witness and mission an effective contribution to the 

spiritual and social welfare of the Church family and the  
wider community. 

 
Address: Christ Church URC, Chase Side, Enfield, EN2 6NJ 

 
Cover image by Emmanuel Phaeton on Unsplash 

Regular activities at Christ Church 

SUNDAY 
11:15am  Morning worship 
        (Holy Communion - first Sunday) 
        (Family Parade Service - third Sunday) 
   (regular service - other Sundays) 
11:15am  Adventurers (children aged 3 upwards) 
 

MONDAY 
2:15pm  Friendship Club (once monthly - see diary) 
6:00pm to 7:30pm Boys’ Brigade Anchors (boys aged 5 to 8) 
6:00pm to 7:30pm Boys’ Brigade Juniors (boys aged 8 to 11) 
7:30pm to 9:15pm Boys’ Brigade Company Section (boys aged 11 to 15)  
7:30pm to 9:15pm Boys’ Brigade Seniors (boys aged 15 to 18) 
 

FRIDAY 
5:00pm to 6:15pm Rainbows (girls aged 5 to 7) 
6:00pm to 7:30pm Brownies (girls aged 7 to 10) 
7:30pm to 9:00pm Guides (girls aged 10 to 14) 
7:30pm to 9:00pm Rangers (girls aged 14 to 20) 
 

SATURDAY 
9:00am to 10:30am Breakfast Bible Study Group 
   (twice monthly - see diary) 
 

For details of other special events and activities please see the diary. 


