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Pastoral Letter December 2020
Merry Christmas
“While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child.
And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands
of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for
them in the inn.” (Luke 2:6,7)
Now, as it’s coming up to Christmas and we’re sure that
everyone “likes” Christmas crackers and those awful jokes we
usually get inside them… how about a question that may get
us thinking as part of our cracker this time round?
Who was present at both Jesus’ birth and his death?
Some of you will get the answer quickly - others may have to
think a bit.
John 19:25 may give you some assistance: “Meanwhile, standing
near the cross of Jesus were his mother...”
The reason for asking the question is that in the reformed
tradition we often do not seem to pay as much attention as,
say, the Catholic church, to Mary, the mother of Jesus. Perhaps
there is still something deep within us that, when we mention
Mary, we are fearful that we may be thought of as someone
that has wandered away from the true path - it’s all about
Jesus, don’t you know, not Mary?
But can we not learn from Mary, as we learn from many
others who are mentioned in our Bibles, and as we learn from
others mentioned in Church history?
Have you ever considered what it must have been like to have
had Mary’s life?
December 2020 | 3

From having an angel appear and announce to her when she
was still a young child that she was going to give birth to the
Christ-child, to watching over him as he grew up, to not
understanding why he would want to stay in the temple and
learn when he was still a boy. Then there were occasions
when Jesus was teaching when it felt as if you were not
wanted or needed… and we forgot to mention her
encouragement to him to perform his first gospel-recorded
miracle - turning water into wine at Cana.
For your child to then be hung on a cross while you watched from near, or from afar?
What a journey Mary was on.
And it doesn’t end there.
We discover that Mary too was present with those early
disciples, praying with them as they waited for the day the
Spirit was to come (Acts 2:14). Was she among the disciples
when the Spirit was poured out? How did she feel, surrounded
by people who walked with Jesus, her son, when in their
prayers, in her prayers, they spoke to the God who Jesus
called his Father?
As you look again at the Christmas pictures in this strange
year, look again at Mary, the carrier of the Christ-child, and see
if you might find new inspiration to carry Christ yourself into
the year ahead - a year we all hope will bring change for the
better.
Your ministers,
Mark and Melanie
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Christmas cheer at home
In this strange year when Christmas will no doubt be different
to usual, why not spread a bit of Christmas cheer from home?
We’re inviting you to decorate a window that can be seen from
the road with something to cheer people as they pass by, and
remind them that although things are different we are still
celebrating the joy of Christmas. If you are able, do take a
photo of your window decoration and share it with us.
Be creative, have fun and show the world that Christmas is still
happening!

Enfield URCs
The email that is being sent out weekly by Mark and Melanie
containing weekly worship is being sent to 271 contacts. It is
being opened by between 53% and 66% of people receiving it.
In addition hard copies of the weekly service sheet are being
delivered or sent to at least 24 people each week.
Thought for the Day that Mark and Melanie issue by email
occasionally is being sent to 27 recipients and being opened
by 55% to 70% of those who are emailed.
The Twilio Phone line is being regularly called by 6 people.
The Enfield URCs YouTube channel output has had 266 views
in the last 28 days and 1400 views in the last 90 days. The top
viewing figures over the latter period were for Adrian West’s
service on 23rd August.
Data correct as at 8th November 2020
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Cry of Faith
Revd David Atkinson (Christ Church’s minister between 2004
and 2013) has recently published a book called, “Cry of Faith
A Book of Sermons”.
It contains 33 sermons covering a wide variety of subjects and
biblical passages. Some sermons tackle difficult questions
such as why does an all powerful and all loving God allow
some terrible suffering? The sermons were written between
1980 and 2020.
All proceeds from the sale of this book will go to St John’s
Hospice, Lancaster. The book costs £8.00.
Copies can be purchased from David Atkinson, 13 Ashford
Close, Lancaster, LA1 4QH. Phone: 01524 572702,
Email: davidatkinson437@gmail.com

News of the fellowship
We are very sorry to learn of the deaths of two retired URC
ministers who will have been known to many at Christ Church.
Revd Egland Graham, who was our interim minister between
1999 and 2001, passed away on Monday 23rd November.
Egland had most recently been living in Edgware.
Revd Hazel Day, who was a part of the fellowship at Christ
Church for a number of years and had been living in a care
home in Enfield, passed away on Tuesday 24th November.
We thank God for their ministries, and our thoughts and
prayers are with those close to them both at this sad time.
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India Appeal update
Many of you will recall that
we launched an appeal for
some of the projects that
some of us have visited in
India late last year as our
2020 Appeal.
We originally set the target
for the Appeal at £3,000.
This was later increased to
£4,000 because of the
coronavirus situation and
the super-cyclone that Kolkata experienced.
Through Quiz Nights and other means during the course of
the year the donations have increased and we are pleased to
report that the total now raised has been £5859.16 (as at 16th
November 2020).
This is an incredible figure, and we are both very grateful to all
of you who have given so much during the course of the year.
We’re very conscious that we have still only made a small
difference to the work going on in India and the struggles the
people there have to face - please do ask for a copy of the
latest update on what’s happening from Friends of Cathedral
Relief Services and we will pass it on to you - so we are leaving
the Appeal open at the moment - you can donate at:
www.give.net/IndiaAppeal/fundraising
THANK YOU!
Mark and Melanie
Photo by Revd Melanie Smith
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3rd Enfield Boys’ Brigade at 130
This year marks the 130th anniversary of the 3rd Enfield Boys’
Brigade Company. The 1st Enfield Company, based in the
Lancaster Road area, was only formed two years before the
3rd Enfield. Over the 130 years the two Companies have
become famous as great rivals and friends, both at the local
BB and London District BB levels. At the time of their
formation Enfield was undergoing a transition from a country
town to suburb of London. The 3rd Enfield was formed by Mr
Norris Storer Toms and they held their first meeting on 3rd
December 1890. In the first session 33 boys enrolled into the
Company. In the early days there was a negative atmosphere
towards the Boys’ Brigade Companies. Few drill nights went by
without attacks from hooligans and the trouble-makers, even
Officers in uniform were pelted with bottles and other missiles
as they went to drill and the boys had to defend their
uniforms often with their fists. Despite the difficulties the
Company survived. The Company was registered on 29th
January 1891. Legend has it that the man from the 3rd Enfield
rushed up to London to register the Company on the same
day as the 2nd Enfield. The man from the 2nd Enfield caught
the train and the one from the 3rd Enfield missed the train.
In 1892 a significant event happened with the appointment of
Thomas Room Plowman as Captain of the Company at the age
of 16. He began to change the Company, improving it in all
areas. He shaped the 3rd Enfield into one of the successful
Companies in the Brigade. The Company colour became red
and the famous red ties were introduced. They were
commonly used on significant events such as the annual WhitMonday inspection parade and sports at the local Enfield
Town Park, large crowds of Enfield residents would attend the
event. This athletic sports competition was started in 1893 and
was won by the 3rd Enfield. The trophy is still contested today
and is probably one of the oldest trophies currently in use in
the BB. A drum and fife band was started in 1894, which
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changed to a bugle band in 1914. The Company held its first
camp at Burnham-on-Crouch in 1893 and the first camp under
canvas was 1900 in Lowestoft. In 1897 Sir William Alexander
Smith, founder of The Boys’ Brigade, visited the three Enfield
BB Companies, known at that time as the United Enfield
Companies, before the Enfield Battalion was formed. Mr Smith
spoke at a united Bible class and then in the evening he
attended a lantern service for 220 boys. Throughout the visit
the 3rd Enfield provided a drum and fife band and gave a
display of sword drill exercises.
Captain Plowman was able to shape the 3rd Enfield into a tour
de force in the discipline of drill. They won the London District
Drill competition, the Meares Colours, in 1905. The following
year the 3rd Enfield became the very first Company at the
Royal Albert Hall Display to win
the new competition for overall
proficiency, namely the Daily
Telegraph Shield competition.
The following year the Company
won the Daily Telegraph Shield
again, this time Major-General
Robert Baden-Powell presented
the trophy, only months before
running his famous Brownsea
Island experiment, which lead to
the formation of the Scouting
movement. Between 1906 and
1920 the 3rd Enfield won the
Daily Telegraph Shield no less
than seven times and appeared in
nearly every final. In 1914 the
Company was in the final with the
62nd London Company at the
Royal Albert Hall Display. A few
days later the BB founder passed away suddenly. The
Company provided a guard of honour at Sir William Smith’s
funeral in London. Mr Alfred L Winsley, a Lieutenant in the 3rd,
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was one of the pall-bearers at the funeral.
During the First World War, the 3rd with the 1st Enfield
provided “All-clear” Zeppelin air raid buglers to help sound the
signal to Enfield residents that they were now safe. When I
interviewed old boys of the 3rd Enfield in 1983 and 1984, who
were teenagers during the First World War, they would recall
the effects of the 1918-1919 Spanish Flu pandemic in Enfield,
their words do resonate with the current COVID-19 pandemic
that we are now living through.
Captain Plowman enlisted to fight in the First World War and
was wounded in France, although he survived the War, his
injuries and the War had taken their toll on his health, he
passed away suddenly on 1st January 1920. Earlier this year
we marked the centenary of his passing. The Company didn’t
recover for years, they missed their great Captain and they
lost their dominance in drill. But by the time of their Golden
Jubilee in 1940, the 3rd recovered their excellence in drill once
again, winning the Daily Telegraph Shield again in their special
anniversary year. The founder’s son, Captain G Stanley Smith,
joined the 3rd for their golden celebrations at their
headquarters. The 3rd repeated the Daily Telegraph Shield
win in 1943, the Diamond Jubilee year of The Boys’ Brigade. At
the 1943 Windsor Castle Royal Review with King George VI, the
King asked one of the 3rd Enfield boys why they were wearing
a red tie.
In the 1950s the Company found success in the field of bugle
band work. They won the Devonshire Cup for Bugle Bands at
the 1956 Royal Albert Hall Display, receiving the trophy from
Sir Roger Bannister, the first man to run the mile under four
minutes. In 1957 they achieved the first ever encore at the BB
Royal Albert Hall Display, it was the playing of their own bugle
piece, Swingtime, which had the audience cheering. The band
went on to play at several BB events throughout the post-war
years, including the stage show called London Town in 1959.
The Band-on-the Beat item was repeated at the 1964 Royal
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Albert Hall Display, and variation of the item called Bandagogo
appeared at the display in 1969.
In 1966, the Company lost their most loyal Officer with the
passing of Charles Chopping; he had been with the Company
for 72 years, holding every post. In the 1970s and 1980s the
3rd Enfield had continued successful in the field of bugle band
work. During this era they won the Devonshire Cup four times
(1972, 1978, 1979, and 1982), the bugle team four times and
the solo bugler twice. In 1972 they appeared on TV playing at
the Football League Cup final at Wembley. They won the very
last Devonshire Cup final held at the BB Royal Albert Hall
Display in 1982. The Company also won the London District
Two Section Drill trophy ten times. For four years in a row,
during the 1980s, they won the Daily Telegraph Shield with the
1st Enfield. In 1985 the Company provided the guard of
honour for the unveiling of the Sir William Smith plaque in the
St Paul’s Cathedral vaults. The BB in Enfield celebrated its
centenary in 1988, and in 1990 the 3rd Enfield reached their
100th anniversary. The Brigade President at the time, Lord
Thurso, joined the centennial celebrations in December 1990.
A special parade Church service was held in front the Brigade
President, when new Company colours were presented. At the
service to dedicate the new Company colours was Revd
Geoffrey Plowman, a relative of Captain Thomas Plowman.
In the 1990s the Company notched up notable cricket and
athletic success. They also returned to form with their bugle
band work, winning the London District drum team and solo
bugler titles. In recent years the boys have taken part in
camps, weekends away, theme park trips and activity days
either on our own or with others from Enfield Battalion and
London District. The Company also runs a combined bugle
band with our friends from the 1st Enfield BB/Amicus and won
the London District Devonshire Cup in 2006 and 2008, as well
as the Novice Band competition in 2014.
In the last few years, the Company has been very active in
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competitions, especially sporting
ones, having achieved victories in
competitions for football, table
tennis, bowling, swimming,
badminton, amongst others.
The 3rd Enfield Company has
gone from strength to strength
over the past 130 years, and even
in this testing year of the pandemic, the Company has found
the determination to find a way forward through these
challenging times. A big thank you to the leaders and helpers
of the Company for their dedicated work and the many hours
of their time they put in. Here’s to the next 130 years for the
good old “3rd”.
Robert Wilson
Photos from 3rd Enfield Company archives

Boys’ Brigade update
November is usually a busy
month at Boys’ Brigade with a
range of events taking place, but
in this most unusual of years we
have had to take another pause
from face-to-face activities for a
few weeks due to the latest
lockdown restrictions.
Before this pause, our Anchors and
Juniors were able to meet following
half term. The group thought about
what Remembrance means, with the
opportunity to get creative by painting
Remembrance rocks, as well as some
socially distanced games in the hall.
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Although the usual Remembrance Sunday
events couldn’t happen, a small wreath laying
ceremony instead took place at the Enfield
War Memorial for local politicians and
representatives of various organisations. We
are proud that Frankie from the 3rd was able
to lay a wreath on behalf of The Boys’
Brigade and Girls’ Association in Enfield.
The BB nationally held a ‘Remembrance On
Your Doorstep’ initiative, where they
encouraged children and young people
across the country to mark Remembrance in
their own way at home, and we’re also proud
of our members who got involved in this.
Tom Boorman
Photos 1-3 by Tom Boorman, photo 4 provided via #BBatHOME

If you are doing your Christmas shopping
online, sign up to easyfundraising and
help raise donations for us for free!
Find out more at www.easyfundraising.org.uk/3rdebb
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Thames North Synod news
This article is taken from the United Reformed Church website.
New Moderator of URC’s Thames North Synod nominated
The Revd George Watt, Minister of Reigate
Park United Reformed Church (URC), has been
nominated as the next Moderator of the
Church’s Thames North Synod.
George was born and brought up in the
Highlands of Scotland, living most of his
childhood in the village of Lairg in Sutherland.
He came to faith through the work of Scripture Union and was
also nurtured through his local Church of Scotland and its
youth fellowship.
George’s family moved to the Shetland Islands when he
started studying at Stirling University where he gained a
degree in history, but also studied economics, statistics and
religious studies.
On graduating, the minister moved to the Medway Towns in
Kent where he started work as a statistician with Lloyds of
London. He went on to become a computer implementation
analyst.
George joined the URC in Gillingham and became an Elder at
the age of 23. He met and married his wife Linda and then
started training for the ministry at Mansfield College.
His first pastorate was at Freemantle and Isaac Watts
Memorial Churches in Southampton. In 1998, he moved to St
Andrew’s, Cheam where he was minister for 12 years. George
has been the Minister at Reigate Park Church in Surrey for the
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past ten years.
George and Linda have three sons: Nathan, married to Emily,
who works as a BT consultant; Jacob who is studying medicine
at the University of Aberdeen, and Reuben who is studying
ethical hacking at Coventry University and is currently the URC
Youth Moderator.
He has particularly enjoyed being involved in local schools as a
governor and leading collective worship. Recently, he provided
moderatorial cover in the URC’s Southern Synod and serves as
Synod Council Convener.
In his spare time George enjoys cooking, gardening and
walking.
Speaking of his nomination, George said: “I am really looking
forward to working with and supporting the churches and
ministers of the Thames North Synod. I am excited by the
diverse nature of the Synod and all the richness that entails. In
these challenging times I hope to be able to encourage the
Synod in its witness and mission.”
George succeeds the role after the Revd Dr Andrew Prasad
announced his retirement. Dr Prasad is due to retire in early
2021, having served as Synod Moderator since 2008.
The nomination will now be presented to Mission Council.
The Revd Dr John Bradbury, URC General Secretary, says:
“George brings a wealth of experience of ministry, including
having held some of the responsibilities of Moderator
previously. He impressed the panel with his vision for the life
of the United Reformed Church and his pastoral skills.”
Note: Following publication of this article, Mission Council
appointed Revd George Watt as Moderator of the Thames North
Synod from 1st June 2021 until 31st May 2028.
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Prayer diary December 2020
1st - Pray for God’s guidance at the start of a new month.
2nd - Pray for the government.
3rd - Pray for the 3rd Enfield Boys’ Brigade as it celebrates 130
years today.
4th - Pray for the work of Cathedral Relief Services in India.
5th - Pray for today’s work party.
6th - Pray for those who are preparing today’s online worship.
7th - Give thanks to God for his word to us through the Bible.
8th - Pray for those who are helping to open our church for
the first time in several weeks today.
9th - Pray for all those in our church fellowship.
10th - Pray for the leaders of our church organisations.
11th - Pray for the pupils and staff of Enfield Grammar School.
12th - Pray for this morning’s Zoom Bible Study Group.
13th - Pray for our time of worship this morning.
14th - Pray for Mark and Melanie.
15th - Pray that we all may stay safe from any bad weather.
16th - Pray for the work of the United Reformed Church.
17th - Pray for the local community around Christ Church.
18th - Pray for anyone you know who is suffering from
sickness or ill health.
19th - Pray for this morning’s Zoom Bible Study Group.
20th - Pray for this afternoon’s Christingle Forest Church.
21st - Pray for the work of our emergency services.
22nd - Pray for those who are isolated or alone at Christmas.
23rd - Take time to reflect on the true meaning of Christmas.
24th - Pray for the Christmas Eve events taking place today.
25th - Christmas Day: Celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ!
26th - Pray for our friends and family.
27th - Pray for our friends from the North Enfield Group of
URCs as we come together in worship today.
28th - Pray for your own faith.
29th - Pray for peace where there is conflict.
30th - Pray for those who are new to the Christian faith.
31st - Give thanks to God for the past year.
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Church Work Party
We are planning to have a socially distanced work party on
Saturday 5th December from 10:00am to 4:00pm to help us
tackle a list of works that need dealing with in the hall.
It will also be an opportunity to decorate the church for the
festive season, to get the building looking Christmassy even if
it will be a strange Christmas.
Please let Mark or one of the elders know if you think you'll be
able to join us on 5th December - you can come along for as
short or as long a time as you are able. It would be lovely to
see you!

January 2021 newsletter
Owing to the current circumstances we have decided to
publish separate December and January editions of the
newsletter. Therefore the January 2021 newsletter will be
published on Sunday 27th December. Items intended for
inclusion in this issue should be with the Editor, Tom
Boorman, by Sunday 13th December. Any late submissions
may be held over to the following issue.
Please contact Tom with any items to be included in future
issues. Items can be received either in paper form at Sunday
worship, by email to newsletter@ccurc.org.uk or by phone
on 07903 605 545.
The newsletter is published monthly (except for combined
issues in July & August and December & January). Back issues
dating back to 2007 can be found on our website. Please note
that views expressed are not necessarily the views of the
whole fellowship, nor are they representative of church policy.
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Church diary December 2020
Please note that current circumstances mean that events may
be changed or cancelled at short notice. Please follow
instructions and signage at face-to-face events and remember
that face coverings should be worn.
All of our regular services will be streamed on Zoom and can
be accessed online or by telephone - please contact Mark or
one of the elders for joining instructions.
Services will also continue to be provided online and through
mail distribution - sign up to receive details at
http://eepurl.com/dHm8TH or contact Mark.
Sunday 6th December
Enfield URCs online worship
Sign up to receive details at http://eepurl.com/dHm8TH
or contact Mark for a printed copy
There will be no face-to-face service on this date
Tuesday 8th December
Church open for private prayer

10:00am to 12:00pm

Saturday 12th December
10:30am to 11:30am
Zoom Bible Study Group
Please contact Mark for joining instructions
Sunday 13th December
Revd Mark Meatcher
All Age Service
Duty Elder - Rosemary Milns

11:15am

Tuesday 15th December
Church open for private prayer

10:00am to 12:00pm
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Saturday 19th December
10:30am to 11:30am
Zoom Bible Study Group
Please contact Mark for joining instructions
Sunday 20th December
The Worship Group
All Age Service
Duty Elder - Pamela Fisher

11:15am

Sunday 20th December
3:30pm
Christingle Forest Church (Enfield URCs event - at the
Scout Field, Ford’s Grove, Winchmore Hill)
Tuesday 22nd December
Church open for private prayer

10:00am to 12:00pm

Thursday 24th December
From 6:00pm
Church open for private prayer for Christmas
Thursday 24th December
11:30pm
Revd Mark Meatcher
Christmas Eve Midnight Communion Service
Duty Elder - Tom Boorman
Friday 25th December
10:30am
Revd Martin Legg
Christmas Day Service (United Service with Lancaster
Road URC at Lancaster Road)
Sunday 27th December
11:00am
Revd Mark Meatcher
United Service for the North Enfield Group of URCs
(at Christ Church)
Duty Elder - Rosemary Milns
Please note the earlier start time for this service
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Regular activities at Christ Church
SUNDAY
11:15am

Morning worship
(Holy Communion - first Sunday)
(Family Parade Service - third Sunday)
(regular service - other Sundays)
Adventurers (children aged 3 upwards)

11:15am

MONDAY

2:15pm
6:00pm to 7:30pm
6:00pm to 7:30pm
7:30pm to 9:15pm
7:30pm to 9:15pm

FRIDAY

5:00pm to 6:15pm
6:00pm to 7:30pm
7:30pm to 9:00pm
7:30pm to 9:00pm

Friendship Club (once monthly - see diary)
Boys’ Brigade Anchors (boys aged 5 to 8)
Boys’ Brigade Juniors (boys aged 8 to 11)
Boys’ Brigade Company Section (boys aged 11 to 15)
Boys’ Brigade Seniors (boys aged 15 to 18)
Rainbows (girls aged 5 to 7)
Brownies (girls aged 7 to 10)
Guides (girls aged 10 to 14)
Rangers (girls aged 14 to 20)

SATURDAY

9:00am to 10:30am Breakfast Bible Study Group
(twice monthly - see diary)

Please note that
current
circumstances
mean that regular
activities may not
be taking place as
they normally
would.

For details of other special events and activities please see the diary.

Christ Church URC is a part of the North Enfield Group of URCs
and the North West Enfield Group of Churches.
Motto: “Enter to worship, depart to serve.”
Mission statement: Christ Church URC aims to provide through its
worship, work, witness and mission an effective contribution to the
spiritual and social welfare of the Church family and the
wider community.

Address: Christ Church URC, Chase Side, Enfield, EN2 6NJ
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